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For as long as I have researched Grey County’s Black history, there has always been a looming 
question, “Who was Colonel Price?” In speaking with other like-minded researchers, the same 
question has gone unanswered for quite some time. 

Each spring Naomi Norquay organizes the Grey County Black History Field Trip for Educators 
from her home near Priceville, Ontario. Her property was owned for a very long time by Rev. 
Edward Patterson, a Black settler. This tiny community is east of Durham, Ontario, and was 
known as a hub of freedom seekers and their families coming from the United States via the 
Underground Railway in the early 1840s, and perhaps as early as the late 1820s. 

Last May, following a presentation before the tour at the South Grey Museum in Flesherton, a 
gentleman, having just moved to Priceville two years prior, presented this question: “Who was 
Priceville named for?” I decided it was time to become involved in the life of this man Price and 
add some meat to the bones of the story of this man about whom many stories have come to 
us unverified. I picked the memory banks of resident and historian Les MacKinnon and author 
Peter Meyler, who in collaboration wrote a revised edition of Broken Shackles,1 to see if either 
researcher had any notes on Colonel Price. Neither was able to offer more than what the 
township histories gave.2 Naomi Norquay had acquired dribs and drabs of information through 
personal interviews with descendants of those early settlers living on the Old Durham Road, 
near Priceville, but nothing profound was unearthed. 

Enthusiastic to begin unearthing details of this elusive character, I began my research at Grey 
Roots Museum and Archives. I started with what I thought to be true. The man I had somehow 
come to know as “Joseph Price” through the writings of T. Arthur Davidson,3 was purported to 
be a Black man from the Southern States crossing into Canada at the Niagara River travelling 
the Underground Railway. The story I knew said that he made his way to Priceville, settling 
there and returning to the border, bringing freedom seekers to Grey County. The new arrivals 
named the community “Priceville” after their hero, Price. He may have been interred in an 

 
1 Peter Meyler, ed.  Broken Shackles Old Man Henson From Slavery to Freedom.  Natural Heritage Press: Toronto, 
2001.   
2 Katie Harrison, ed.  Priceville and Its Roots/Routes. The Priceville (and Area) Historical Society (Stan Brown 
Printers): Owen Sound, 1992.  
Also, Millie Hubbert, ed.  Split Rail Country A History of Artemesia Township.  The Artemesia Historical Society (Stan 
Brown Printers): Owen Sound, 1986.  
3 T. Arthur Davidson, ed.  A New History of Grey County.  The Grey County Historical Society (Richardson, Bond and 
Wright, Ltd.): Owen Sound, 1972.  
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unmarked grave in Glenelg Township, Concession 1, Lot 52, north of the Old Durham Road. A 
number of Black burial grounds appeared along this road, unmarked and unnamed.  

Census reports, land records, obituaries, newspaper articles - anything listing “Joseph Price” 
were investigated. One of the first lines of genealogical research is census reports. The 1861 
census report for Artemesia lists a white Joseph Price; my heart sank. How could this be? A 
white man! There are no other entries for Joseph Price in any other census reports. I examined 
further documents and located a colourful story of a friendship between George Walker and 
Joseph Price having emigrated from Ireland and arriving on horseback in 1849 searching for a 
homestead in today’s Village of Markdale, which was then part of Artemesia Township. George 
Walker took up Lot 101 and received its deed in 1854. Joseph Price took up Lot 102 and 
received this parcel from the Crown in 1853. As I continued reading through the owners of this 
property of later years, Black historical family names appear: Douglass in 1879 and the Allen 
family in 1966. William Douglass sold a half acre to the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation 
of the Diocese of Hamilton. The beautiful structure built on this land in downtown Markdale is 
known as St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church. I was hoping it to be named after Joseph Price, 
but have confirmed with those who are caretakers of these valuable records that this was not 
the case. 

About to leave Grey Roots under a shadow of disappointment, I reread the township histories 
pertaining to our character to ensure I had left no stone unturned. The Glenelg township 
history peaked my interest with a description of Priceville: “It’s probable that it was named for 
John Price, Commissioner of Crown Lands.”4 Curious, Archivist Karin Noble entered this data in 
Google and up popped James Hervey Price, attorney and politician, and with that a new search 
began. 

James Hervey Price was born in 1797 in Cumberland, England, arriving in Upper Canada in 1828, 
with his wife and young son. Quickly establishing himself with the Reform cause he was 
appointed City Clerk in April 1834, shortly after York was incorporated as the City of Toronto. 
Price moved in political circles for the next several years, beginning by defeating John William 
Gamble in the election in the first riding of York. 

Price was made Commissioner of Crown Lands, a post he held from 2 April 1848 to 27 October 
1851. By 1857, Price had ceased to practice law, and a short time later (1860) had left Canada 
and was living again in England, spending his time in “listless idleness”.5 Dying in 1882, he 
enjoyed a long life in retirement. 

My next search took me to the Ontario Archives, located at York University in Toronto, to 
research Commissioner Price, and in hopes of learning if there was any connection to our local 
land surveyor Charles Rankin. Unfortunately Rankin’s field note books for Artemesia and Osprey 

 
4 Mary Anne Neville, ed.  A History of Glenelg Township.  The Municipal Council of the Township of Glenelg (Stan 
Brown Printers): Owen Sound, 1985. 
5 Lillian F. Gates Dictionary of Canadian Biography Vol. II University of Toronto 1982 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/price_james_hervey_11E.html 



 
Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal/Vol.11/2014 

“The Price is…” 
Terri Jackson 

7 

Townships have disappeared, as well as his instructions to survey Artemesia west of the 
Toronto Sydenham Road from the Commissioner of Crown Lands.  

But...I was able to view the Instructions to Survey Osprey/Artemesia east of the Toronto 
Sydenham Road. This area was awarded to Rankin to survey into farm lots. I was elated to see 
this document dated 11 May 1850, an earlier date than what was originally thought to have 
been that established for Artemesia 
Township. The signature on this 
lengthy document is up for 
interpretation. Could this be James 
Hervey Price’s signature as he was 
Commissioner of Crown Lands in this 
time period? With this question I 
continued to research Price for any 
government document with his 
signature on it. A completely-
transcribed book has been created of 
correspondence sent to Price’s family 
in his home country of England, 
complete with signatures to compare. 
Unfortunately, I could only come up 
with an inconclusive opinion as to 
whether the two signatures were from 
the same person. I asked if there might 
be a photo of Commissioner James 
Hervey Price in the Archives, hoping 
beyond hope for the face of a Black 
man. In a few hours I was looking into 
the eyes of a very handsome, 
distinguished man of means; 
Commissioner Price was a white man. 
Under his portrait a title reads “The 
Hon. James Hervey Price”. 

I am guessing that Charles Rankin 
named some of the plots he surveyed 
after early settlers, such as Markdale 
after Mark Armstrong, and Flesherton after William Kingston Flesher. Would it be unreasonable 
to think that he named Priceville after Commissioner of Crown Lands, James Hervey Price?  

I have gone back to the original information I came to this search with, and am no further 
ahead. I have been to the supposed burial site of Joseph Price, a Black freedom seeker, and it is 
possible he is buried there, as a Black family named Washington originally owned the land. I am 

Inscription reads: The Hon. James Hervey Price. MP for the 
South Riding of York and Her Majesty’s Commissioner of 

Crown Lands, Canada  
Archives of Ontario, James Hervey Price fonds,  

F009610 – F 42 
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unsure if the white Scottish settlers also living in the vicinity at the time would have allowed the 
town plot of Priceville to be named after a Black freedom seeker, but this is purely conjecture.  

In conclusion, Charles Rankin’s missing field notes are a mystery. I am hoping the Land Records 
office in Peterborough, Ontario, will have a copy and I can continue on my quest to bring a 
conclusive opinion as to the naming of Priceville to this forum.  

 

Cash book and accounts ledger for James H. Price 1857-1888,  Archives of Ontario, Jackes and Jackes fonds,  
F 1301  

 

Letter Copy Book 1842-1865,  Archives of Ontario, James Hervey Price fonds, F 42  
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Rankin Field notes, Archives of Ontario, Charles Rankin fonds, F 1018 


