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Edward Patterson1 of the County Town 

Terri Jackson 

The Garafraxa Road to Sydenham was not opened past Chatsworth until after 1854; therefore, 
travel to the County Town would have been near impossible. In this time of development, when 
land in Grey County was primarily occupied by Aboriginal peoples, newcomers to Sydenham 
mostly came by way of water, a long and arduous journey. 

                                                           
1 Edward Patterson Grey Roots Archival Collection 962.17.3  
For further reading about Edward Patterson see Naomi Norquay’s “Finding Ned Patterson” beginning on page 13, 
Vol. 8 of the Northern Terminus Journal.  
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A hot-tempered 25 year-old abolitionist 
named John Patterson Coulson (J.P. for short), 
arrived shortly after the corduroy road was 
fully open to Sydenham and established 
Coulson’s British Hotel with 80 rooms. To 
compliment the hotel business in its infancy 
days, J.P. financed a livery/stage coach line 
between Guelph and Owen Sound. The 
Coulson Hotel building still stands today on 
the NE corner of 2nd Avenue and 8th Street 
East and was known as a place of refuge for 
African Americans travelling north, escaping 
American slavery. According to local folklore, 
this place of business held a hidden room. 
Entry was gained through a secret door 
several floors above the street line, giving way 
to the stables for escape, should the need 
arise. 

In the 1861 census, Edward Patterson (Ned), son of 
Thomas Patterson and Hanna Green, was living in 
Coulson’s Hotel and was listed as a labourer. Was this the 
beginning of a love affair between Ned and horses? 
Subsequent census reports and other documents list him 
as a stage coach or omnibus driver. On the birth 
registrations of Ned’s last three children, he is listed as an 
omnibus proprietor, which suggests that by 1878 he had 
become a successful businessman.  

By 1865, Joseph Maughan, another abolitionist and 
sheriff, donated a piece of land to a group of African 
American refugees who were new to the County Town, to 
build their first place of worship. The Little Zion Church 
was born of a small log framed building. Today replicated 
frames adorn the Black History Cairn in Harrison Park 
commemorating the Little Zion Church. In an undated 
newspaper article, Ned Patterson is reported to be a 

Sheriff John Maughan donated land for 
the construction of the first British 
Methodist Episcopal (BME) Church  

Grey Roots Archival Collection 981.8.2 

Replacing an initial log structure, the brick Coulson’s 
British Hotel was built in 1856. Dr. Charles Barnhart, 

whose Medical Hall is at left of the hotel, came to Owen 
Sound in 1857. The original Town Hall across the street 

was built in 1868 (same site as the current City Hall), 
suggesting this photo was taken sometime between 1857 

and 1868.  
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relief minister for this growing congregation, conducting services in this Church and 
congregational members’ homes. 

In my contract work at Greenwood Cemetery a number of years ago, I gained respect and 
admiration for a number of abolitionists who made Sydenham (Owen Sound) their home. They 
were not intimidated by the backlash they received on account of their work with the freedom 
seekers coming to this community. By 1851 there were 30 Black residents in Sydenham. An 
1880 report stated there were “667 freed slaves living on third avenue east between 12th and 
13th streets, on the area of the Jubilee bridge, and several families far out in ‘Mudtown’. Some 
on the east hill, and a few in Brooke.”2  

One of the abolitionists stands out in my mind for his tireless 
work on behalf of the early Black pioneers. John Frost 
Senior, a successful business man, mayor, and magistrate, 
acquired a crown land grant for a 51 acre property 
overlooking the town. Naming it “Sheldon Place”, he later 
added dwellings to his property that became homes for 
some of the community’s Black residents. John Frost Senior 
was instrumental in fulfilling Ned Patterson’s dream of 
owning his own land, selling him property in Artemesia 
Township in 1862.3 

By 1871 Ned had married Susannah Allen of Artemesia 
Township, daughter of John Allen and Rebecca Watkins. 
Together they began a family with their first born son, 
Edward. Unfortunately in 1873 young Edward passed away 
of an intermittent fever and was laid to rest in Greenwood 
Cemetery with a head stone to mark his short two-year life. 
In this time of mourning, Susannah was pregnant with their 
second son.4  

                                                           
2 Owen Sound Advertiser, 1880, referenced by Melba Morris Croft on page 157 of Fourth Entrance to Huronia: The 
History of Owen Sound, Stan Brown Printers, 1980. The passage goes on to say: “Names of the Negro pioneers are: 
Adey, Courtney, Cousby, Chuckee, Douglas, Green, Hall, Henson, Harrison, Harris, Johnson, Miller, Patterson, 
Porter, Roy, Ringo, Scurry, Smoot, Thomson, Taylor and White.” Also of interest, Owen Sound Sun-Times article 
published Friday, July 26, 1957: “Colored Folk Here Since Early Days Have Had Important Role in Growth”. 
3 For further reading on John Frost Sr., see Ruth Cathcart’s “Broken Shackles – A Legacy of the Frost Family of 
Owen Sound” beginning on page 7, Vol. 5 of the Northern Terminus Journal. 
4 All images of Patterson headstones in this article by Terri  Jackson. 

2 year old Edward Patterson, d. January 
27, 1873 
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In 1873 the Patterson family was blessed with a second son, whom they named Thomas Rufus. 
Their third son, Frederick, was born in 1876, but lived only 20 years before dying of pneumonia. 
Allen, their fourth son, arrived in 1878. A daughter, Susannah Louise, was born in 1879. The 
family would not know that 20 years later tuberculosis of the bowels would take her life. 1881 
arrived and with it the birth of a second daughter, Ida. A devout and faithful member of the 
BME Church, she passed away in 1954. Ida and her brothers, Thomas and Allen, were the only 
children of Ned and Susannah to reach adulthood and live full lives. 

Extensive research took me through many reels of micro film to obtain information on the life 
of Thomas. A tribute to him was located in the Owen Sound Daily Sun Times dated Jan. 18, 1923 
in light of his recent death. Thomas had left Owen Sound in 1903 and emigrated to New York. 
He had married Anna Ross and they rented 
and created a home on Brook Avenue, in the 
Bronx, for themselves and their adopted 
daughter. In this time period, the Bronx was 
heavily populated with people of colour. 
Thomas was listed as a chef for the Pullman 
Company, providing private railway car chef 
services. In the Bronx, he had carved out a 
substantial life of community service as a 
member of St. David’s Episcopal Church, the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s Church and 
several Masonic lodges. 

In later years, Ned and Susannah’s son Allen, 
gained employment on the Great Lakes 
freighters as a cook. Following a lengthy 
illness Allen passed away in 1960, the 
longest living of the Patterson clan. In April 
1962, a niece of Ned’s, Queen “Essie” (nee 
Green) Miller blessed the Grey County 
Museum (now Grey Roots Museum and 
Archives), and this community, with Ned’s 
personal Bible and photograph. At this point 
in the Patterson family history, there was no 
one to be the caretaker of this sacred 
document after Allen’s passing. Essie was 

Pulpit Bible of Edward "Ned" 
 Patterson (1858) 1962.017.002 Circa 1880, Ned sometimes 

preached as a lay minister at the Owen Sound B.M.E. 
Church (at its West St., now called 2nd Ave. West, location 
by the Sydenham River). In its early years, the Owen Sound 

church was a log structure known as “Little Zion”. 
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the daughter of Rev. Thomas Green and Mary Ellen Ringo. Essie married William Thomas Miller, 
son of Thomas Miller and Sarah Anne Boardley. A number of years ago I had the pleasure of 
getting to know a gentleman named John Miller. Little did I know he is Essie’s grandson and my 
father was a friend of Essie’s son “Gray”.  

 

After renting housing in Owen Sound for several decades, they purchased a property a few 
doors from the BME Church in 1901 for $600. Over the next few years the Patterson Family 
remortgaged their home several times as the land records show. Ned, Susannah and their 6 
children, along with Susannah’s sister, Sarah Molock, are all buried in Owen Sound’s 
Greenwood Cemetery on the perimeter of the indigent plot5 and only footsteps from a row of 
statuesque monuments highlighting the lives of the County Town’s abolitionists. It seems ironic 
that Ned is buried so closely to those that supported his role in the County Town. 

An unknown individual has planted tulips which bloom bright each spring at the foot of the 
headstone marking the lives of the Patterson family. Could this person be a descendant of 
Thomas Rufus Patterson, the only offspring of Ned and Susannah to have a child of his own?   

                                                           
5 The indigent plot is located overlooking the Seven (also called Nine) Bends Road on the south-east side. 
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The life of Edward Patterson in the County Town still needs authenticating, through finding 
more documents and assessing community folklore. 
 
Genealogy is an obsession and so our investigation continues. 

 

Indigent plot at Greenwood from two angles. 
Frost monument at Greenwood Cemetery 


