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Welcome, readers, to the eighteenth volume of Northern Terminus!  This is our first 
“double issue” since 2005-6. After publishing Volume 17 in 2020 at the onset of the 
pandemic, we decided that the uncertain future with lockdowns and curtailed use of 
public spaces warranted taking a break in 2021 in order to compile a double issue for 
2022. This meant that we had more time to invite submissions, more time for “stuff to 
happen” here in Grey County connected to Black history, and theoretically, more time 
to edit and prepare for publication. In the end, there’s nothing like a deadline to spur 
completion! 
 
In this issue, we have an interview with Peter Meyler, one of our most generous and 
prolific contributors. We thought we’d learn a bit about what “makes him tick” when it 
comes to researching Black lives in the province of Ontario. He’s not only featured in the 
interview, but also as the author of one article and two book reviews. It’s been a couple 
of busy years, here in Grey County! There are several articles about various Black history 
initiatives and activities: Bonita Johnson-deMatteis pays tribute to Peter Lemon, who 
played a key role in the realizing of the cairn in Harrison Park; Aly Boltman updates us on 
the Potter’s Field Monument in Greenwood Cemetery; Nancy Matthews writes about 
the Old Durham Road Cemetery’s new name; in my role as president of the Old Durham 
Road Black Pioneer Cemetery Committee, I tell the story of the committee’s struggle 
with the county over land adjacent to the cemetery; Jill Paterson offers her report to 
Grey County Council on ways to promote Black history in Grey. There are, as usual, 
reviews that cover the 2020 and 2021 Owen Sound Emancipation Festivals, as well as 
the Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery’s 2021 decoration service. Poetry, 
heritage articles and Peter Meyler’s two book reviews round out this double issue. 
 
We welcome your comments! Correspondence can be addressed to:   
 
Grey Roots Museum & Archives 
102599 Grey Road 18 
RR#4 Owen Sound, ON 
N4K 5N6 
archives@greyroots.com  
(519) 376-3690 x6113 or 1-877-473-9766 
 
Naomi Norquay  
Co-editor 
         

mailto:archives@greyroots.com
mailto:archives@greyroots.com
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“No man can put a chain about the ankle of his fellow man without at last finding the 

other end fastened about his own neck.” 
 

-Frederick Douglass, 1818 – 1895 
Escaped slavery to become a leader of the abolitionist movement, American 

social reformer, orator, writer and statesman. 
 

 



Face to the Sun originally appeared in Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal/Vol.13/2016. Miller’s 
revision is inspired by the 2020 Black Lives Matter movement. 

 
Written by B.C. MILLER 

An Ode to the Old Durham Road Pioneer Cemetery 
 

FACE TO THE SUN 
 

Once chained by another … many, torn from their Mother, 
Forced to look down, eyes, always cast to the ground. 

Hiding in the woods, being told we were just paid for goods, 
Oh … how we had yearned … for the light to be returned. 

 

Our face exposed to the sun … revealed another reason to run 
 

We looked to face our future … when the Union gave us a gun, 
For our freedom, we fought, those left behind, we never forgot. 
Promised Land, not always given, many men, yet to be forgiven. 

We had travelled so far, eyes ever cast … to that bright North Star. 
 

Our face turned up to the sun … heavy chains released … fall, undone 
 

 Master of our own land, we stand tall; a free Woman, a free Man! 
For ourselves, we now toil; bringing life, to rocky Homestead soil. 

A large rock in a plough lane … sometimes a reminder of Slave pain, 
But … backs now bend of our own accord, for that, we thank the Lord. 

 

Our face warmed by the sun … confirms the freedom … so hard won 
 

Hands calloused, worn, assures next generations are freedom born. 
We remain here, for one reason ... hope springs anew, with each season. 

Plenty of crops in the field, our new Heritage is forever sealed. 
This land we now own, here in Ontario; Canada, it is our home. 

 

Our face now shines in the sun ... love, family united, remains as one. 
 

There will always be a place that gives power to race. 
You know what’s right: would you stand for freedom, would you fight? 

We are all family now, we can get through this ... somehow. 
With no masters to keep, may our ancestors rest, in peaceful sleep. 
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“This was news to everyone”:  
An Interview with Peter Meyler 

 
Interview by Naomi Norquay1 

 
Naomi Norquay (NN): By way of an 
introduction, I think I met you through Les 
MacKinnon’s Heritage Pathways group at 
the very first meeting we had at the West 
Grey Office around 2003. That’s when I 
learned about you and I learned about your 
book on Pierpoint and your editing of the 
Broken Shackles book.2  So, you’ve been 
involved in Black History, both research and 
writing for a really long time.  I guess my 
first question is, how did you get interested 
in Black History? 
 
Peter Meyler (PM): On a personal level it 
started in 1983 when Fergus, Ontario was 
150 years old.  I was born in Fergus and 
raised in that area.  So, in 1983 they 
published a two-volume history of the town 
and there was just a small section in it, maybe about a page, of something they called 
the Pierpoint Settlement.3  It was about Black settlers being there before the Scottish 
came in 1833.  This was news to everyone in the town and for me as well.  I was ticked 
off because we didn’t know, because Fergus had a pretty well documented history.  A 
history book was published in the 1930s about the history of the town, and it did 
mention a settlement and there was another book as well around the same time, or 
maybe a little earlier [that mentioned this settlement].  This was at the time when some 
of the people who were still alive who would have been either grandchildren or children 
of some of the first settlers.  So, for it to be left out, it was done on purpose. Someone 
would have known, - someone should have known.   
 

 
1 Photos by Laynna Meyler. 
2 A Stolen Life: Searching for Richard Pierpoint, Peter and David Meyler, Natural Heritage Books Toronto, 
1999; Broken shackles: Old Man Henson from slavery to freedom, [as told by John Frost] edited by Peter 
Meyler, Toronto: Natural Heritage Books, 2001 
3 Looking Back: The story of Fergus through the years 1833 – 1983, Volumes 1 & 2, by Pat Mestern, History 
Book Committee, Fergus, Ontario, 1983 
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So, since 1983, we knew that Richard Pierpoint was the settler who was in the Fergus 
area, but [the history book] didn’t say where his property was. No one mentioned 
where the property was. I figured eventually that the Historical Society or some 
organization would commemorate Pierpoint, but that didn’t happen. Ten years later it 
still hadn’t happened, so in 1994 I decided I would try to do something. I found out that 
the Ontario Heritage Foundation had something called the Local Marking Program and 
when I started doing that, I found out that St. Catharines actually had a Provincial 
plaque for him that they had put up in 1984. I did the local marking project, which 
provided matching funds from the Heritage Foundation and my parents contacted a lot 
of people they knew, and we managed to raise enough money to put a plaque up in 
front of the school we’d gone to. In order to get the money from the Heritage 
Foundation, the plaque had to be in some place where it could be maintained.  When I 
started doing the research and I saw where his property was, it was across the street 
from our house!  The school is in the middle of his property. Growing up there, for all 
that time, on his actual property and never knowing that there was a Black settler.   
 
NN: And so, you went to school on his property. Is that right? 
 
PM: Yeah, the school was right in the middle of his property. We went to school and 
played on his property all the time, because the Grand River runs right through the 
property. It’s a well-known area for Fergus. There’s a swimming hole there. People from 
Fergus would be on that property since the 1830s on. 
 
NN: So, it wound up in the history book because someone, whoever wrote that 
history book, knew. 
 
PM: Well, no, it happened by chance. [The author was] someone our family had 
known for a long time, and she was head of the Chamber of Commerce and she got a 
call from someone who was doing research for the Dictionary of Canadian Biography4; 
they were putting something about Pierpoint in it. So, someone phoned the Fergus 
Museum to see if they had any information about Pierpoint. That was the first time Pat 
Mestern, the author, had ever heard of him. But she was intrigued and managed to find 
enough information to put something in the book about him, all by chance.  
 
NN: So, you got the plaque done, you said there was support from family and 
friends… but was there community interest in that, at that time? 
 
PM: I think so. Yeah, because… and it just happened to be the same time the school 
was commemorating. I think they had an expansion, and they had an official opening of 
the school again, and so announcing the plaque was part of the opening ceremonies for 
the school, so it became part of the town’s history for people who are interested in it. 

 
4 Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. VII, 1836-1850, Toronto, ON: University of Toronto Press, 1988 



 
 

 
Northern Terminus:  The African Canadian History Journal/Vol.18/2021-22 

Interview with Peter Meyler 
Naomi Norquay 

5 

NN: But they didn’t rename the school after him, did they?  
 
PM: No, the school property had actually been donated by the person who owned 
the property. He owned, probably, almost all Pierpoint’s land north of the Grand River. 
And so, it had been basically intact for all those years.   
 
NN: Wow. That’s pretty awesome. And that was Pierpoint’s last residence…his last 
property. 
 
PM: Yeah, his last property. He got it as his payment for his service in the War of 
1812.   
 
NN: So, when did you and your brother start your book on him?  
 
PM: In order to get the money from the Heritage Foundation for the plaque, I had to 
do research. When I was doing the research on him, I went down to the Heritage 
Foundation, and because they already had a plaque for him in St. Catharines, they 
already had a lot of background information there.5 There was a book on the United 
Empire Loyalists by someone from the Windsor area and she included a section on 
Pierpoint, because she was covering all the different ethnicities that were included in 
the United Empire Loyalists. And when I saw his story, I didn’t want there to be an 
excuse for his history to be left out of our history. That’s what ticked me off in the first 
place: he’s part of our history.  So, for there not to be an excuse [my brother and I 
researched and wrote the book.] My brother has a master’s degree from the University 
of Toronto in history and he’s an expert on military history, so he and I worked on it 
together. I did half the chapters and he did half the chapters. By chance, we found a 
book that actually covers the country where Pierpoint was from. It’s a little country 
called Bundu…its population was only in the tens for thousands - maybe thirty 
thousand. A professor, Michael Gomez, wrote his PhD thesis on Bundu. (I think he’s at 
New York University now.) So, a lot of things came together. There’s really only a 
handful of documents that mention Pierpoint, so we had to build what life was around 
him… the life and times really.  
 

 
5 St. Catharine’s Centennial Gardens, now Richard Pierpoint Park: https://www.stcatharines.ca/en/arts-
culture-and-events/centennial-gardens.aspx The Ontario Heritage Plaque located there reads:  
Richard Pierpoint c. 1744 - c. 1838 
One of the first black settlers in the Niagara region, Pierpoint had been enslaved to a British officer. 
During the American Revolution, he enlisted in the British forces and thereby gained his freedom. A 
member of Butler's Rangers, "Captain Dick" settled in the vicinity of present-day St. Catharines after the 
regiment was disbanded in 1784. 
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/plaques/richard-pierpoint-c-1744---c-1838 
 

https://www.stcatharines.ca/en/arts-culture-and-events/centennial-gardens.aspx
https://www.stcatharines.ca/en/arts-culture-and-events/centennial-gardens.aspx
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/plaques/richard-pierpoint-c-1744---c-1838
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NN: Right. So, there’s all that contextual research you have to do as well to put him in 
place.   
 
PM: Yes, to put him in context.  I grew up, as most people, just knowing the tropes 
about slavery: singing in the cotton fields… picking cotton… you know, that’s our 
knowledge of slavery. And then you realize, wait a second, there were slaves in the 
north. 
 
NN: I just want to mention something, maybe you can comment on. As you know, I’m 
in teacher education at York, and I have an increasing number of Muslim students. The 
ones that have been interested in expanding what they teach in terms of Canadian 
history, whether it’s the Grade 3 unit on Pioneers, or whatever, I’ve pointed them to 
your book on Pierpoint because in it you mention the possibility that he might have 
been Muslim. Is that still a good guess? 
 
PM: Yeah, when you look at the population of Bundu and the percentage who were 
Muslim, it’s more likely that he was than wasn’t. He might not have been, but the thing 
is, all boys went to school and the local Imam was the teacher. He learned the Koran. 
They say that slaves were illiterate but obviously he could read and write Arabic. He 
wouldn’t go to school for ten years and not learn to read and write.  
 
NN: From my perspective in teacher education, just to say that there’s a Black 
Muslim in Canada’s history is just gold for these Muslim students. It gives them a place.   
 
PM: Michael Gomez, the person who wrote the book on Bundu, has written a book 
called Black Crescent.6 They should read that. That’s about Muslims in America, in the 
Americas from the beginning. So, you’ll see a number of other Muslims integrated into 
American history. Muslims were part of the enslaved people from the beginning.   
 
NN: So, from Richard Pierpoint, how did you get involved with the Broken Shackles 
project? Was that the next project for you or were there other things? 
 
PM: I forget how I got involved. I think what it was, because Pat Mestern in Fergus, 
had been contacted by the Sheffield and the Wilson families, because they were looking 
for Pierpoint’s gravesite. So, I think about the same time she’d learned about Pierpoint, 
people from the Collingwood area, had contacted her. I had their contact information, 
maybe from her.  I got in contact with them just to find out if they had any information 
about Pierpoint, up in that area. The Wilsons and Sheffields knew his story up in Grey 
County. I had no idea how. He had a reputation where a hundred and fifty years later, 
people still knew of him. They had an image of him as one of the wise leaders among 

 
6 Black Crescent: The experience and legacy of African Muslims in the Americas, Michael Gomez, 
Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press 
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the elders of the Black community. That’s another reason I wanted to do the book. So, I 
found a couple of publishers who were interested. Dundurn was one, and then Natural 
Heritage which was Barry and Jane Penhale’s press. But when we finished the book, 
Natural Heritage was the only one still interested so that’s why in 1999 we managed to 
get it published. A lot of stuff has happened. So, now Pierpoint is probably the most 
well-known African from that time period: the American Revolution time period and up 
to the 1830s. The Federal Government’s named a building for him in London, Ontario. 
They’re putting up a national heritage plaque in the Fergus area and they’ve renamed 
the embassy in Senegal, Pierpoint House.  
 
NN: So, you connected with the Wilson/Sheffields and is that how you got to know 
about the Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery? And did that lead to the Broken 
Shackles project? 
 
PM: Yeah, because I kept hearing about this book and it was almost like the holy grail.  
Everyone talked about it, but no one had ever seen it. I just did an inter-library loan 
request from the Orangeville Library. They were really good, helping me getting 
research materials because a lot of that stuff wasn’t available on the internet at that 
time.  And so, through an inter-library loan, an original 1889 copy of Broken Shackles 
came from Chatham.  It amazed me that they would send the book through inter-library 
loan, but I got it! 
 
NN: Chatham Library has it? 
 
PM: Yeah. 
 
NN: It’s still circulating? 
 
PM: Yeah, but maybe just through inter-library loan. So, I read it and actually 
photocopied the whole book. It’s written in this broken English.  But when I read it, I 
thought, this story is still relevant. So, I updated the language in it, because this broken 
English didn’t make sense because at the end of the book it says, Henson was well-
spoken so there was no need to write it like that… but it was just the style. It was a 
particular style in the Victorian era. For example, for Irish people, they would try to 
make the printed dialogue look like an Irish brogue.   
 
NN: And it’s a way of putting people in the place you want them to be in.   
 
PM: Yeah, and it made absolutely no sense. John “Daddy” Hall appears in the book 
and they had him speaking broken English. He’s from the Windsor/Detroit area so he 
wouldn’t have been talking the Southern way at all. So, I corrected that. Barry and Jane 
were interested in publishing that as well, so that’s how that came out.  
 



 
 

 
Northern Terminus:  The African Canadian History Journal/Vol.18/2021-22 

Interview with Peter Meyler 
Naomi Norquay 

8 

NN: And is your edited version of Broken Shackles still in print?   
 
PM:  Yes. Dundurn still has it.7 But I don’t know if it’s available now. They weren’t 
interested in continuing on with Stolen Lives so we got the rights back to it. We want to 
do an updated version, and then either publish it ourselves or find a new publisher.  
Pierpoint’s story is too important not to be published and that’s why I was surprised 
that Dundurn wasn’t interested in it.   
 
NN: So, can you spill the beans about what the updates are going to be?   
 
PM: Well, David’s going to work on a section about the Sullivan Expedition during the 
American Revolution. Sullivan was a general that George Washington had ordered to go 
up and basically destroy the Six Nations in Pennsylvania. So, we can expand on that 
because it was around that time that Pierpoint was captured and held in prison in the 
middle of Pennsylvania. (They think it was him.) Also, I want to expand on the actual 
other members of the Coloured Corps8 because we’ve a lot more information now. We 
will be able to give context to some of the members and, hopefully, some of the reasons 
why they might have joined.  So, not just a list of names but some back-story for these 
soldiers.   
 
NN:  So, Richard Pierpoint and Broken Shackles… were there other projects that 
you’ve been involved in?  
 
PM: Well, living in Upper Canada at the same time as Pierpoint, was John “Daddy” 
Hall. Basically, the first book you read when you start researching Canadian Black 
history, is Daniel Hill’s book.9 He’s got so much stuff in there. There’s just a little section 
about John “Daddy” Hall, and what intrigued me was that his father was Indigenous and 
his mother was African background. I’d never heard of that. That was something new to 
me too, so that intrigued me. And also, he was supposed to have had five or six wives 
and twenty-one children over his lifetime, and he could have been one hundred and 
eighteen years old when he died. All of that was intriguing. That’s why I kept doing 
research on him and then when I read Broken Shackles, there’s a chapter on someone 
called John Paul. So, when I read the chapter, I thought, wait a second, this is John Hall!  
It’s John Hall’s story. This is the most first-hand account of John Hall. Obviously, it’s 
written by somebody from Owen Sound who knows him, and John Hall would have told 
him, directly, his story. It’s not written by someone who doesn’t know him, or forty 
years after he’s died. This is someone’s first-hand account. But, in the book Broken 
Shackles, quite often they change someone’s name. There’s one point where they have 

 
7 Natural Heritage Press was acquired by Dundurn Press.  
8 War of 1812 
9 The freedom seekers: Blacks in early Canada, by Daniel G. Hill, Stoddart Publishing Company, Toronto, 
1981 
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someone that’s named Oxby, who lives in Grey County, who hires Jim Henson, who the 
book Broken Shackles is about, to help thresh wheat and when Henson is flailing away 
and he realizes this work had already been done, he’s not going to get anything out of 
this.  It’s just scraps.  But I’m sure the guy’s name wasn’t Oxby, that would have been 
one of the Cousbys.10  I think he just changed the name to Oxby. John Frost probably 
didn’t want the family to look bad in the book.   
 
NN: Okay.  Thanks for that tip.  When I went to find a “Mr. Oxby” in the records, I 
couldn’t. So, of course, that tale also tells us that anyone’s capable of making someone 
else look foolish. When you got the Broken Shackles project finished, is the next project 
the John Hall project… the one you’re on, or have you done other things in between? 
 
PM: When you start doing research you just come across interesting items or 
interesting people. So, then I try to follow up to see if it’s worthwhile pursuing. John Hall 
is definitely an interesting story. When I was doing research on Lemuel Brown’s family… 
Lemuel Brown’s another character that I was interested in because he was named in 
Pierpoint’s will. Pierpoint left all the property to him. When we did the book on 
Pierpoint, we didn’t know who Lemuel Brown was or where he was from. The last 
mention I have of him, he was in Halton County. I didn’t realize, Halton County actually 
went up to Guelph at the time. There’s was no Wellington County then. So, he was 
probably up in the Guelph area. Later, he was actually living in the Queen’s Bush area 
which is between Waterloo and Elora. He was also in Guelph Township. I didn’t know 
what happened to him and then Collingwood Library was doing a book launch for 
Broken Shackles and there I met up with Janie Cooper-Wilson, and I showed her a copy 
of Stolen Lives, because I don’t think she’d seen the book. I showed her the will and she 
saw the name Lemuel Brown and tears came to her eyes because that’s her great-great-
grandfather.  That’s how I found out what happened to Lemuel Brown. He ended up on 
the Old Durham Road. 
 
NN: That’s right.   
 
PM: And then of course, he ended up in Collingwood and he passed away sometime.  
Yeah, so, when I was talking to her about Lemuel Brown’s family, doing the article for 
Northern Terminus on the Browns,11 she mentioned Larry Gains whom I hadn’t 
remembered hearing about. And so, I just did a quick look on the internet.  He was one 
of the top boxers in the world in the 1920s and 30s. A friend of Hemingway! He was in 
Paris then. Later he fought for the largest boxing audience up to that time; 70,000 
people at an outdoor event where he beat Primo Carnera who was the big Italian boxer, 

 
10 The Cousbys were well-known members of Owen Sound’s Black community who had initially settled on 
the Durham Road in Artemesia township where Jim Henson went when he first arrived. 
11 Also see Peter Meyler’s “An Old Article Shines a New Light on the Mystery of Lemuel Brown” in 
Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 14/2017, pp. 23-29. 
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who became the world champion.12  So, you know, you come across interesting people 
along the way. 
 
NN: Now weren’t you involved in getting a park named after him? 
 
PM: No, what happened was, I was trying to get the City of Toronto to rename a park 
for him. I never heard anything back from the councillor. So, I did a proposal to Parks 
Canada for a National Heritage Plaque. They approved that and will put a plaque up for 
him in Toronto.13   
 
NN: You also wrote a piece for the journal about Billy Burns.   
 
PM: Yeah, Billy Burns. He’s someone else who shows up in Broken Shackles. He 
escaped with John Hall and actually saved Hall’s life when they swam across the Ohio 
River. But again, nobody had ever written anything about him and I thought, that’s kind 
of weird. He should have been pretty well known. So again, there was some information 
about him. 
 
NN: You’ve been doing this for a long time!  Are there other notables or other people 
in the Black community that you’ve researched?    
 
PM: Yeah, there’s another one, and she’s from my area, Sophia Burthen. Most people 
who’ve been doing Black research will know the book by Benjamin Drew who was an 
abolitionist from Boston who came up and interviewed refugees from the US in 
Ontario.14 One of the people he interviewed was Sophia Burthen Pooley. Her story is, 
again, very unusual. She was actually an enslaved girl from Fishkill, New York. She had 
been taken away from her family when she was about twelve, maybe a little younger, 
she and her sister, actually. She said they were kidnapped, but I doubt if they were 
kidnapped. They were probably just taken away to be sold. But as a child, she wouldn’t 
have known the context. She just knew that people were taking her away from her 
family, so, she thought she was kidnapped. But the owner was probably really just 
selling her, because these girls, they were probably just a burden in New York State. So, 
she ended up being a slave of Joseph Brant. To Drew, she described her life with Brant 
and eventually, as an old woman, she ends up living by herself, with the help of others, 
in the Queen’s Bush. Again, it’s an interesting story. Someone else in the Burlington area 

 
12 Also see Peter Meyler’s “Champion Connections” article about Larry Gains in Northern Terminus: The 
African Canadian History Journal, Volume 11/2014, pp. 21-27. 
13 Parks Canada’s website says: plaque is pending. https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/culture/clmhc-
hsmbc/res/information-backgrounder/larry-gains. There is a community sponsored plaque at 404 Shuter 
Street in Toronto: https://www.cabbagetownpeople.ca/person/larry-gains/ 
14 The refugee: Narratives of fugitive slaves in Canada, by Benjamin Drew, (1856), Dundurn Press Ltd., 
Toronto, 2008 

https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/culture/clmhc-hsmbc/res/information-backgrounder/larry-gains
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/culture/clmhc-hsmbc/res/information-backgrounder/larry-gains
https://www.cabbagetownpeople.ca/person/larry-gains/
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has been doing research on her as well. I just did some more research on her earlier this 
year, so, I think I’ve figured out who her owner was in New York state.   
 
NN: And are you doing your research online?   
 
PM: Yes. Right now. When I was doing the Pierpoint book I would just find a book and 
hope. There was one book. Basically, it was slave ads for escaped slaves from 
Pennsylvania.15 And again, Orangeville Library was really good! They got it through inter-
library loan! In that book there was an ad that said, “Richard Lincoln, formerly 
advertised as Pierpoint”. That was the earliest reference to a man, an enslaved man, 
named Pierpoint. But the book only had the second ad. The first ad where he was 
actually named Pierpoint, wasn’t there. So, I found out that Stanford University had that 
particular newspaper on microfilm. So, the Orangeville Library did an inter-library loan 
with Stanford University for the microfilm of that newspaper. That’s how it was done in 
those days. I went to the library and I went through and there was the original ad from 
Sunbury Pennsylvania, where, for the very first time, a Richard Pierpoint is named. He 
was captured for being - or was thought to be trying to work with the enemy, which 
would be the British. He was captured, held in jail, and then they were actually in court 
and there was no evidence to show that he was going to the enemy… or to the British… 
so he and others were just held there as they were thought to be escaped slaves.   
 
NN: So, you managed to get the Orangeville Library to get stuff from libraries and 
universities all over the place.   
 
PM: Yeah. I know, one resource came from Newfoundland.  
 
NN: So, John Hall’s your current project. Are you writing a book about him? Is that 
the plan?  
 
PM: Now, that was the original plan. Yeah. I was going to gear it more for a grade 8, 
grade 9 type audience. But I’ll have to see. Hungry Eyes Media16 have a deal with Corus 
for the History Channel to do four documentaries on Black History.  They’ve chosen John 
“Daddy” Hall as one of the subjects, so I’m helping them with the research to get that 
done, so that might be enough, to just have the documentary on John “Daddy” Hall.   
 
NN: Well, I think we generally have… I think I’ll call it the white person’s “Harriet 
Tubman syndrome”. We start to focus on very few and so Harriet Tubman has to stand 

 
15 Billy G. Smith and Richard Wojtowicz, Blacks Who Stole Themselves, Advertisements for Runaway in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette, 1728-1790; Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1989. 
16 Hungry Eyes Media was co-founded by Jen Holness and Sudz Sutherland who also directed Speakers for 
the Dead, a National Film Board of Canada, documentary released in 2000 about the Old Durham Road 
Black Pioneer Cemetery. https://hungryeyes.ca/ 

https://hungryeyes.ca/
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in for an entire community of African Canadians and John “Daddy” Hall kind of stands in 
for the Owen Sound, Grey County community. So, I think it’s great that you’ve been 
finding other people to research and have us learn about and think about. For me it’s, 
how do we make a history that’s not simply about the people we’ve made into heroes?   
 
PM: Also, the other thing that’s important with John “Daddy” Hall, what first 
intrigued me is his mixed heritage, where he’s Indigenous and African. That is not ever 
explored very much because usually his Indigenous heritage is left out, basically, but he 
grew up as an Indigenous child. 
 
NN: Is there any way to research that history?   
 
PM: Well, there’s been a lot of stuff done in the Detroit area, which is terrific.  
There’s a book by a professor from Detroit, who has done really good research on the 
area because it was a very interesting place.17 Karolyn Smardz Frost and two other 
authors have also written a book about this area.18 A lot of the enslaved people were 
Indigenous. And Indigenous communities also had enslaved people. At one point, 
Michigan was a free territory, but Ontario still had slavery. Up until 1834, you could still 
be a slave in Ontario, so enslaved people would escape into Michigan to become free. 
So, there was this mixture of different people in different circumstances. Research has 
been done in the Detroit area but almost none up here. That’s why I did that one article 
on a painting that’s in the National Art Gallery.19 
 
NN: Right, the painting with the Indigenous warrior. 
 
PM: Yeah. He’s got an Afro. Yeah, so things like that. People have to start looking into 
all of this, because people’s history is mixed in together. We’re not separate.   
 
NN: Yes, very much so. So, what’s next? Do you know? 
 
PM: Hopefully, Hungry Eyes Media will be working on another proposal for Corus so 
we can do at least four more documentaries. We’ll get that worked out.  I’m suggesting 
that Larry Gains would be a good subject. Sophia Burthen Pooley20 would be a good 
subject just because of where she came from and being attached to Joseph Brant, who 

 
17 Tiya Miles, The Dawn of Detroit: A Chronicle of Slavery and Freedom in the City of the Straits; New York: 
The New Press, 2017 
18 Karolyn Smardz Frost and Veta Smith Tuckers, eds., with David W. Blight, A fluid frontier: Slavery, 
resistance and the Underground Railroad in the Detroit River borderland; Detroit: Wayne State University 
Press, 2016 
19 Also see Peter Meyler’s “In Plain Sight:  An African Anishinaabe” in Northern Terminus: The African 
Canadian History Journal, Volume 13/2016, pp. 25-29. 
20 See Peter’s review of Andrew Hunter’s book, It Was Dark There All The Time: Sophia Burthen and the 
Legacy of Slavery in Canada in the review section of this issue, pages 68-70. 
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people know. Most people wouldn’t know that Indigenous people had enslaved people 
as well, which was just a natural part of their society. But there are a lot of interesting 
stories to come with that. Whenever I come across something interesting, I’ll just do 
some research and keep writing for Northern Terminus.   
 
NN: Actually, I did want to talk a little bit about that, because you are one of our 
staples. You do book reviews, you write articles about interesting people that you’ve 
been researching, and you’ve given us little bits of articles that clearly could be part of a 
larger story. Of any of those people - like Billy Burns - that you’ve written about for the 
journal, have you thought about expanding on them at all? 
 
PM: No, not really, because there’s not a lot of actual documentary evidence. For a 
lot of people, you just get snippets. Like with Billy Burns, about the only information you 
get is what you get in government records. You’ll know in a census where they live and 
what work they’re doing, who their children are, when their children might have 
children and they get to be grandparents, but other than that, that’s their family history.  
People have got to get the stories recorded, because, if there’s no record, there’s no 
history.   
 
NN: You know I’ve been doing the research on the Indigent Plot in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Owen Sound, and because of the pandemic, we’re relying on government 
records – basically what’s available on-line. There are obituaries. The obituaries are 
written by a reporter who is writing down what someone’s telling them. But, you know, 
if the reporter writes, well so-and-so was a colourful character, I have to ask: what do 
they mean by that? So, you’re right that getting the stories, the life stories, is a really 
key thing.   
 
PM: Another interesting thing I was involved with, was with a student doing his 
master’s degree at the University of Guelph at Humber College. He was going to write a 
novel based on John “Daddy” Hall. But then he found that using John “Daddy” Hall 
himself as a subject would require him to have to be too true to what actually 
happened. So, he just decided to pick one of John “Daddy” Hall’s daughters as the main 
subject of the book. He wrote a lot of stuff involved with Indigenous people and Africans 
and how they lived in Ontario at that time… and based some of it in Montreal too. I was 
able to help him with some of the research for that. And that’ll be an interesting book 
because that will be a novel based on the life and times of “Daddy” Hall, and Black 
settlers and their communities. He got a book deal with one of the largest book 
companies in the world, so, hopefully, in 2023, that comes out.21   
 

 
21 Viking Canada bought the rights to In The Upper Country written by University of Guelph MFA graduate 
Kai Thomas. 
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NN: And, of course, John “Daddy” Hall’s is in an unmarked grave in Greenwood 
Cemetery’s Indigent Plot. He’s in there somewhere. It’s interesting that this after-life 
that he’s having… inspiring films, a novel, and there was a play that was done at 
Tarragon.22 That’s all pretty amazing.   
 
PM:   The playwright must have come to see my presentation at the Tollkeeper’s 
Cottage.23 So, it’s nice that work’s expanding to other people so they can continue on 
spreading the story.   
 
NN: It’s true with all historical figures that catch people’s attention, is that you get 
cultural workers, and you get historians and playwrights and musicians, and you get a 
wide variety of people taking up the life of the person. I think this is important because 
it means that there’s a broader audience of people who can learn. If people aren’t really 
interested in reading a book, there are other ways.    
 
Is there anything else you’re doing or anything you want to mention or talk about in 
terms of your engagement with Black history in the province of Ontario? 
 
PM: Yes, well, I just want to keep trying to find stories and trying to expand so people 
in different areas will start to do the research and find new people of historic interest. I 
just found, when researching Lemuel Brown and his wife Phoebe Workman, - and that’s 
the other thing I want to do - whenever we talk about settlers, we should not just name 
the husband.   
 
Phoebe Workman and Lemuel Brown were the couple. What I just found out is that the 
Workmans were down in the Queen’s Bush, but also, I found that there was a large 
number of Workmans who lived in Guelph. The people in Guelph should be able at least 
to do something on that family and connect that family to the Queen’s Bush and to the 
Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery, to the settlers there up in Owen Sound and 
Collingwood. But also, you can trace Lemuel Brown back through the connection to 
Pierpoint and then to Niagara. So, if people start connecting all the histories together 
then you’ll finally start to get an understanding of how the province actually developed.   
 
NN: Yes, and how the Black community was very well connected. They were all 
connected and, of course, they visited. I mean, you probably know this, but when you 
look at the census and you often see someone who lives in one place is visiting a family 
somewhere else. So, there was lots of travelling and connecting.   

 
22 Come Home – The Legend of John Daddy Hall presented by Toronto’s Tarragon Theatre opened online 
May 30, 2021 https://www.tarragontheatre.com/plays/come-home-the-legend-of-daddy-hall/ 
23 The Turbulent Life of “Daddy” Hall, a Myseum of Toronto event, March 4 and March 11, 2018. Also see 
Peter Meyler’s “Rebellion Document Uncovered: John “Daddy” Hall’s Involvement Confirmed” in Northern 
Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 13/2016, pp. 20-24. 
 

https://www.tarragontheatre.com/plays/come-home-the-legend-of-daddy-hall/
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PM: That’s like one of the girls in the Workman family, who actually got married in 
Oakville. So, obviously there’s a connection to Oakville, and Guelph and maybe farther 
north. Yeah, there are connections everywhere.  
 
NN: Of course, that also says something about travel - how people got around in 
those days. We have this image that if you can’t travel by car it took a half a lifetime to 
get somewhere, but clearly people were able to move around. 
 
One of the women I interviewed a few years ago, who was from a white settler family in 
the Old Durham Road area, said that in their family that they had a term for when the 
men went to work in the winter: they’d ‘go down under’. That meant they went to 
Hamilton or Guelph or St. Catharines. ‘Going down under’ seems an odd term, but I 
guess what she was signalling was the men in particular, their movement in the winter, 
for work elsewhere when they couldn’t be farming.   
 
PM: And that’s the thing with Pierpoint. I doubt that he ever stayed over winter in 
the Fergus area. That’s not a place you’d want to stay because there was nothing there.   
 
NN: Right, you’d starve to death.  
 
PM: I think you’d just farm there in the summer and then go back to Niagara for the 
winter.   
 
NN: And, of course, that’s not going to appear in the records.   
 
PM: No, and the only record they have is from when the Scottish settled Fergus. 
There’s a story from a couple of young Scottish guys who’d come up and they described 
staying in the cottage or a cabin that obviously wasn’t occupied in the winter close to 
the Grand River. It could have actually been Pierpoint’s cabin. And they described that it 
was cold. The cabin didn’t actually have a door, it just had a skin, like a bear skin, 
covering the door, and, of course, no chimney, so it would fill with smoke, but they 
couldn’t leave it open because there were wolves outside. So, that’s the winter. You 
wouldn’t stay there if you didn’t have to.   
 
NN: And by that time, Pierpoint was an elderly man. 
 
PM: There’s no way he would stay. 
 
NN: Well, Peter, your projects are always interesting and, of course, at the journal 
we’re just always grateful that you think of us and write for us and read books for us and 
send us things. I hope that you’ll be inspired to continue that, and in the meantime, our 
readers can learn something about you as someone who’s name is often in the issues as 
an author. Thanks so much.   
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Peter and his granddaughter, Ivy. 
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Peter Lemon: In Memoriam 

How the Owen Sound Black History Cairn1 was Born 
 

Bonita Johnson-deMatteis2 
 

 

In August 2004, a reverent memorial to Owen Sound’s first Black settlers was unveiled in 
Harrison Park.3 Since 1862, descendants of former slaves who settled in Grey County have 
come to celebrate Emancipation Day. Former Owen Sound Councillor Peter Lemon was a friend 
to this event, known today as the Emancipation Festival. 

Confronted by an Owen Sound newcomer who was convinced that Owen Sound had no Black 
history, stories or descendants, Peter knew differently. His childhood in Owen Sound was laced 

 
1 Cairn in springtime images by Petal Furness, March 2018. 
2 Special thanks to Terri Jackson who provided some historical context for this article. 
3 Also by Bonita Johnson-deMatteis: “Celebrating Our Black History: Owen Sound’s Black History Cairn” in Northern 
Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 4/2007, pp. 17-18. 
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and dovetailed by members, schoolmates and working families of the Black community. His 
father, William Lemon was an early subscriber to a magazine called, “Africa Speaks”, a 
periodical normally seen in the households of “Coloured folk”. 

My involvement and subsequent education with Peter Lemon, came one spring afternoon 
when he knocked on my door. I greeted him and was met with a huge sigh of relief! “Aaaah, I’m 
not sure how relieved I am to see you...I have been told that you don’t exist!” This statement 
set the stage. After a pause of silent shock, Peter started to snicker and with his trademark 
sardonic humour, he was able to tell me about a recent meeting where a newcomer to our 
community had announced that there was no notable Black history or persons in the area. 
Peter said that “We” will have to set this right. This is clearly a missing need in our local history 
and “‘we’ will be working on a plan.” With that statement and his third cigarette, he shuffled 
down the sidewalk with that smirky smile of his. A plan was hatching. 

The following year, both Cultural Capitals of Canada and the Trillium Foundation were offering 
grants for artistic and cultural enhancements. Peter believed that this was the perfect moment 
in time to bring his plan forward and make sure Black history in his beloved Owen Sound was 
acknowledged and secure... forever. 

A Black History Cairn committee was struck as an ad-hoc group of Owen Sound City Council. 
Peter had gathered volunteers, council members, tourism staff, artisans of clay, film and design. 
Grey Roots, Billy Bishop and Marine Rail museums all had Black history stories to tell. Peter 
drew the stories out, presenting them as a crown jewel in Owen Sound’s capacity for quiet 
inclusivity: people living and respecting people. Owen Sound, was truly “...where you want to 
live.” 

Peter worked, weaving elements of the project together and navigating his dream of historic 
adventure much like the abolitionists and freedom fighters of old. Peter conveyed his “cargo” 
of Black recognition through the tricky trails of bureaucracy. 

He asked me to meet him down at Harrison Park, a gifted sanctuary of more than 40 hectares, 
with trees, trails and wildlife hugging the Sydenham River.4 

He handed me a crumpled piece of paper with a pencil sketch of... what looked like a ladder of 
sorts, boxes stacked on top of each other. The bottom box said “Africa”. The second box was 
labeled slave islands. The third and fourth boxes said slave states and freed states respectively. 
The box on top was labelled Owen Sound, Canada. 

 
4 https://www.owensoundtourism.ca/en/explore/harrison-park.aspx  

https://www.owensoundtourism.ca/en/explore/harrison-park.aspx
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I said, “What’s this?” He said, “It’s a Cairn (sort of).  I can’t draw but you can.” 

He took me to the place in the park where he had already received approval for the Cairn site. 

I could tell this was already complete in his mind. He displayed his smirk that said, “It doesn’t 
get better than this!” 

The only sounds that could be heard outside of the crackle of Peter’s cigarette as he drew 
heavily on it, (I’m sure he received inspiration every time he inhaled), were the accent sounds 
of the Sydenham water rushing by, the wind, and the geese murmuring softly and calmly as 
they waddled up the riverbed. Safety. Sanctuary. Reflection. 

The direction of the north star would never be obscured by buildings or commercial signage 
because the park itself is an impressive backdrop whose northern horizon line will never be 
altered. As it is today, it has been, and will remain. The glory of the safe lands that offered some 
rest and a chance to grow a new life can be imagined as the winds playing on the leaves and 
pine needles. 

Peter’s smirk and smile were broad on his face as he knew I could see and imagine what he 
allowed the space to tell me. As I put my thoughts into words, he nodded softly. We agreed 
that there were many signs that seemed to be telling us that this spot has claimed the idea of 
the Cairn. 

The months that followed were tedious. Our first challenge as a committee was the acquisition 
of rocks from the shores of Africa, the West Indies, slave and freed states. Who was going to 
have the funds to pay for Fed Ex to send us rocks from around the world?  

Another challenge would be building permits and the designation of the structure. 

The final design was approved by City Council after a presentation by myself, of how I imagined 
the Cairn should look. Neither Peter nor our committee members had seen it. After presenting 
the conceptual drawing to Council and putting forward my points about the non-negotiable 
influence of house and church within early Black settler families and explaining the concept of 
the structural strength and important poetic dialogue that included quilt patterns as directional 
mediums, geese, north bound waters and blossoming apple trees, I was met with silence. Loud 
was the blood rushing through to my ears as I felt faint. A trickle of applause started and then 
came a welcoming cascade. Mayor Beaney asked for the Council to approve this concept on the 
spot. I was accepted unanimously. My true sense of accomplishment was when I heard a can of 
Coke being opened at the end of the councillor’s bench with its spurt of effervescence, equally 
matched by Peter’s smiling eyes and quiet nod as he took a celebratory glug. 
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I believe the unveiling of the Cairn and the invitation by Peter will be one of the best 
accomplishments of my life. He had ability to recruit and fire up a person’s imagination. He 
made it safe and necessary to nurture and to allow one’s imagination time to sit with a project 
and present its possibilities. Without that time for process and creativity, most projects will fail 
as atrophy and malnourishment set in. 

So, if you think you know someone, attend their funeral or celebration of life. (Only as the 
occasion arises and opportunity permits!) 

I was pleasantly amazed but not totally surprised by the stories that families, friends and city 
officials offered at Peter’s “Home Going” February 4th, 2020. 

Not only did I experience the “Lemon-net” being cast over me to be involved in upcoming 
historically romantic and viable projects, but almost everyone Peter came in contact with 
shared that familiar request. “I have an idea; can I run something by you?” 

A few of us have promised to gather to list some of Peter’s undone projects for which we had 
been recruited. Hopefully, some may still come to pass, posthumously. This would be a small 
way to keep his legacy alive. 

I cannot begin to list what Peter Lemon has done for his beloved City of Owen Sound. His legacy 
will speak to him. He was our friend. He was a friend to local history and to humankind. 

Thank you, Peter, 

Your friend, Bonita Johnson-deMatteis 
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Potter’s Field Memorial Unveiled 

May 17, 2021 

Aly Boltman 

Greenwood Cemetery in Owen Sound, Ontario, is home to Potter's Field, where more than 
1200 people lie in their final resting place, with no marker to honour a life lived or to note their 
individual histories. Potter's Field, also known as the Indigent Plot, came into use in 1858 and 
was a burial ground for more than 130 years.1 

Newborns/stillborn/toddlers, orphans, seniors, Indigenous people, the working poor, the 
incarcerated and the homeless are buried there. Many from Owen Sound’s historic Black 
community, including many who escaped slavery on the Underground Railroad and their 
descendants, share this overlooked resting place, at this northern terminus of the Railroad. 
These were citizens who faced systemic racism, often resulting in deep poverty. 

In 2018, at The City of Owen Sound's Doors Open cemetery tour, led by Aly Boltman, two 
anonymous donors volunteered to fund a monument to honour the people buried in Potter's 
Field. The donors are now revealed to be John and Shirley Reaburn of Georgian Bluffs, Ontario. 
Our community is grateful for their commitment to social justice and for their generosity.  

Throughout 2018 and 2019, the public provided input towards the monument’s design, 
undertaken by a volunteer committee, working alongside Sanderson Monuments. This 
substantial memorial, inspired by the design of the first local British Methodist Episcopal 
Church’s arched windows and the Black History Cairn designed by Bonita Johnson-deMatteis, is 

 
1 Past articles discussing the Indigent Plot include: "Greenwood Cemetery Potter’s Field Monument and 
Interpretive Plaque" by Aly Boltman, Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 16/2019, 
pp. 16-20; and Terri Jackson’s ‘Owen Sound’s Greenwood Cemetery “A Land for the Living”’, Northern Terminus: 
The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 6/2009, pp. 11-15. 
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built of solid granite and cast bronze. It was installed at Greenwood Cemetery in December 
2020 and covered for the winter in anticipation of a spring community dedication. 

As a result of continuing restrictions due to COVID-19, the committee has been unable to 
schedule a community gathering and the monument has now been uncovered. It is located at 
Greenwood Cemetery, north of the chapel on the east side of the ravine.  

York University Professor Naomi Norquay is leading a complementary Potter’s Field research 
project, in partnership with Grey Roots Museum & Archives. This initiative is funded by the 
Federal government through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and aims to 
learn about those interred at Potter’s Field. The project’s findings will be available through a 
public website, linked through an interpretive plaque to be installed at the memorial site this 
fall, and funded by The City of Owen Sound. 

Those interested in learning more about Potter’s Field can watch “Caring for the dead: A look at 
who’s buried in Greenwood Cemetery’s Indigent Plot https://greyroots.com/home/greenwood-
cemetery-indigent-plot-reclamation-project or review the interment list at 
https://brucegrey.ogs.on.ca/free-resources-2/ . 

Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard  eloquently summed up the importance of this monument in 
2019. “Creating a monument for Greenwood Cemetery to recognize the many marginalized 
community members who died and were never recognized is a meaningful gesture in 
reconciling our histories of anti-Black racism and colonialism. Unmarked graves are one of the 
many ways our ancestors have been erased, dehumanized, mistreated and devalued…This 
monument is an example of how communities can enact justice for our forgotten ancestors." 

Owen Sound Mayor Ian Boddy, a relative of John Boddy, the third person interred in Potter’s 
Field in 1858, said: “The Potter’s Field Monument celebrates and recognizes more than 1000 
unidentified, but not forgotten interred people. We are grateful to have a permanent 
monument to pay tribute to and honour those in Potter's Field. I would like to extend a special 
thank you to the donors and the volunteer committee who together have brought this project 
to fruition. I encourage residents to go to Greenwood Cemetery and view the monument.” 

The Reaburns have expressed that they “were deeply moved by the absence of any graveside 
markers to remember over a thousand bodies buried there. In this day and age, there is no 
need for anyone to be left unrecognized. We offer our sincere thanks to Aly Boltman, who first 
inspired us with her tour and then was the driving force behind the project, managing all the 
legwork and details.” 

The donors and the volunteer committee thank the City of Owen Sound for its steadfast 
support for this project since its inception in 2018. The committee also wishes to thank Pam 
Coulter, Adam Parsons, Amanda Tennant, Naomi Norquay, Rachel Lobo, Karin Noble, Grey 
Roots Museum & Archives, Bonita Johnson-deMatteis, Michael McLuhan, Steve Peyton, 

https://greyroots.com/home/greenwood-cemetery-indigent-plot-reclamation-project
https://greyroots.com/home/greenwood-cemetery-indigent-plot-reclamation-project
https://greyroots.com/home/greenwood-cemetery-indigent-plot-reclamation-project
https://brucegrey.ogs.on.ca/free-resources-2/
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Michael Den Tandt, Philly Markowitz, Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard, Anne-Marie Hay, Anne 
Finlay-Stewart, Tony Miller, Richard Thomas, William Felepchuk, Francesca Dobbyn, Dorothy 
Abbott, Blaine Courtney, Petal Furness and numerous stakeholders, volunteers and researchers 
including Terri Jackson, whose early writing about Potter’s Field inspired this important 
community project. 

If you wish to provide information for the Potter’s Field research project, please email: 
ospfproject@gmail.com  

Editor’s Note: Aly Boltman and the Potter's Field Monument Volunteer Steering Committee 
were selected, along with Susan Staves and the Gitche Namewikwedong Reconciliation Garden 
Project Committee, by the YMCA of Owen Sound Grey Bruce for its 2021 Peace Medal for 
"making significant contributions toward peace-building in our community". They were 
honoured in a private Peace Medal ceremony on November 18, 2021 at the Julie McArthur 
Regional Recreation Centre in Owen Sound.2 

 

  

 
2 Photos taken by Karin Noble. 

Potter’s Field Memorial, Greenwood Cemetery, 
April 18, 2021 and after unveiling, January 1, 
2022  

mailto:ospfproject@gmail.com
mailto:ospfproject@gmail.com
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John Brazil  
 

Peter Meyler 
 
John Brazil was buried in the indigent section of Owen Sound’s Greenwood Cemetery on 
March 12, 1883. His death was recorded in the Ontario government’s list of centenarian 
deaths since his age was noted as 109. But his actual age is impossible to determine. He 
was born in Africa and likely stolen away and sold into slavery before the importation of 
slaves was outlawed. This was 1807 for Britain and 1808 for the United States. 
 
The first record of John Brazil is the County of York’s 1844 naturalization list. The African 
native had applied to become a British subject. This would entitle him to a land grant. 
The record shows that John had been in Upper Canada since the fall of 1836. He became 
a British subject on February 14, 1844 while a resident of Toronto. 
 
John applied for a free grant on September 14, 1846 and received the 2nd Division of Lot 
10 on the west side of the Owen Sound Road in Bentinck Township. By 1848 seven acres 
had been cleared and by 1853 twelve acres were cleared and planted with crops. On 
September 7, 1854, John received the patent from the Crown and finally owned the 
property. On January 24, 1858, he sold his lot for 50 pounds. 
 
John Brazil is noted in four census records. The surname varies from Brazil to Brosill, 
Brasill and Brazill. His age also varies. In 1852, the age is listed as unknown. The 1861 
and 1871 censuses both record his age as 70. In 1881, the census taker recorded his age 
as 100. All indicate that he was born in Africa. 
 
After the sale of his property in 1858, John lived with John and Johanna Hooper as noted 
in the 1861 census. The Hoopers had also moved from Toronto to Bentinck Township. In 
1871, Johanna (also known as Anna) had died and been buried in the Greenwood 
Cemetery indigent plot. John was still living with John Hooper but the census noted that 
he was “of unsound mind.” John’s name subsequently appears in the Owen Sound jail 
records. 
 
From August 7 to October 7, 1874, John “Bussell,” who was born in Africa, was in the 
Owen Sound jail. He was noted as 70 years of age. The next year, John was in jail from 
April 16 to May 27, 1875 for vagrancy. His age was then recorded as 92. His name 
appears at least twice more in the jail registers, both times for vagrancy. In the 1881 
census, he is listed under the record for Susan Clark, the jail governess. At the time, jails 
were used to house people having mental illnesses and physical disabilities when there 
were no other facilities available. 
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On March 10, 1883, John Brazil passed away from natural causes after being sick for two 
weeks. His final resting place in Greenwood Cemetery is unmarked. A sad ending for this 
African native, over 6500 kilometres from family and home. 
 

 
Greenwood Cemetery gates, January 20091 

 
1 Image by Karin Noble. 
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Uncovering the History of a “Fisherman’s” Path  
Naomi Norquay 

 
My parents bought land along the south side of the Old Durham Road in Artemesia Township, 
Grey County, in 1966. The three adjacent 50-acre lots slope gently down to and across the 
Saugeen River. On the middle lot, there is a well-trodden path from the road to the river. 
Where the path meets the river is an ideal fishing hole that is fed by a very cold stream that 
empties into the river. My parents bought the property in the spring, and it was not long before 
we spotted people fishing in the river by the path. My mother started to call the path “the 
fisherman’s1 path”, which became one of the many place names we made up for distinct 
locales on the property. At the road, “the fisherman’s path” ran along the base of what we 
called “the far knoll”, skirting “the cedar swamp”. My parents explained that common law gave 
people access to private property if that access had been maintained over time. While we 
owned the land on either side of the river, we did not own the river itself, so anyone who knew 
about that fishing hole could park their vehicle beside the road and take the path down to the 
river and try their luck.  

 
We got quite used to going for walks along the river and meeting the fly “fishermen” coming 
and going from the river along the path. The “fishermen” are protective of this favourite fishing 
spot, and so, over the 55+ year period that my family has owned this land, we have never been 
plagued by what might be termed ‘over-use’. The “fishermen” do not leave any litter. They do 
not linger or picnic. I would say that there are now significantly fewer “fishermen” than there 
were when I was a child. Perhaps they neglected to tell their children where they fished. Or 
perhaps there are fewer people willing to venture down what is now a closed and growing-in 
road to find an unmarked path to a river that cannot be seen from the highway.  

 
About 44 years ago, some beavers decided to encamp close to the path, where two small 
streams conjoined on their way down to the river. They built a dam that blocked both streams 
and created an enormous pond which flooded the path. Their food source was a tall stand of 
poplar trees through which the path wound its way to the river. The beaver pond meant that 
anyone trying to use the path down to the river had to make a detour along the edge of the 
dam and pick up the path where it continued on the riverside of this seemingly spontaneous 
habitat. We didn’t mind. The pond froze in the winter and we enjoyed watching steam rise off 
the beaver lodge on very cold days. At some point the food was gone and the beavers moved 
on.  
 

 
1 The quotation marks around “fisherman” connote the common use of this term to stand in for all genders who 
fish.  
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Our neighbour, who had a pond of his own, was anxious to keep the beavers out, as their dam-
building might cause his pond to overflow its banks and the berm to give way. Without our 
permission, and likely without knowing that the beavers were no longer there, he blew up the 
dam with dynamite, just where the two streams joined forces. We were not present when this 
happened, but the devastation we found suggested something of the force of the water rushing 
out. The water pulled the topsoil away, cedar trees were toppled, and right on the path, where 
the soil had been stripped, an old cedar planked footbridge came into view. I do not know who 
might have put it there nor when they might have done so, but it had been hidden from view 
by the topsoil, and then the beaver pond, until the dam was blown out. In this uncovering, 
something of the path’s history had been revealed. The footbridge suggested that the water 
table had changed over time and at some point, either the landowner or some “fishermen”, 
wanting to make their way down to the fishing hole easier, built the small bridge. 

 

 
                                       Photo by Naomi Norquay 
 

Brian MacArthur, the grandson of the MacArthur family, who owned the farm kitty-corner to us 
on the north side of the Durham Road, recently told me that his family referred to the fishing 
hole as “the willows”, probably in reference to the abundant swamp willow that still grows 
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along the path and down along the river. Brian also told me that prior to World War I and in the 
1920s, people would drive up from “the city” (Toronto, I assume) to fish in the river. Some 
would rent a room from his grandparents and stay for a few days. So, much like my family’s 
experience, many of the “fishermen” were visitors from out-of-area who had somehow learned 
about a really good fishing hole.  

Brian’s other story was about how his grandfather, Lachlan, would come in from his farm work 
at day’s end and his wife, Margaret would say “Father, we’re having fish for supper” and she’d 
hand him his fishing pole. The MacArthur family enjoyed many a meal of the trout from the 
river! Brian remembers going fishing with his grandfather, but he doesn’t remember that there 
was a path they took. I’m guessing the fishing hole was the focus, and not the way in from the 
road.  
 
Brian’s stories and those of my family place the “fisherman’s path” in both the remembered 
past and the present. But other recent discoveries shed new light on a much longer and older 
history of the path and the fishing hole. To these oral accounts and the sudden reappearance of 
an old footbridge, I have recently come upon documentary evidence that extends the 
timeframe well beyond 150 years.  
 
A few years ago, the South Grey Museum in Flesherton, was given the professional papers of 
Barry Gray, a retired archaeologist who had lived in the community. Among his papers was a 
report written in 1989 about an archaeological survey he had undertaken in 1984 to “document 
and locate prehistoric archaeological sites discovered by landowners and farmers throughout 
the townships of Glenelg and Artemesia, Grey County”.2  The archaeologist accompanied local 
farmers to the sites where they had discovered “prehistoric” [sic] artefacts identified as 
“scrapers” and “points”. One of the sites appears to be just about where the “fisherman’s path” 
meets the Saugeen River. The report reads:  

 
The site was accidentally discovered in July of 1984 by Mr. Calvin Hutchenson [sic]3. 
Calvin had been fishing along the Saugeen River approximately one kilometre upstream 
from his home in Priceville. Along the western bank on a low-lying flood plain, he 
spotted what looked like the light-coloured edge of a clam shell. Upon closer 
examination a beautifully worked white quartzite projectile point was unearthed4.  
 

The included topographical map confirms this site as the place where the “fisherman’s path” 
meets the river! 
 
The report includes this description of the route taken by Barry Gray to the river:  

 
2 Gray, Barry. Archaeological Survey: Glenelg and Artemesia Townships, Grey County, Ontario. May to September, 
1984, South Grey Museum and Historical Library, archival collection, 1989, Accession number: 2014.004.235 – File: 
Glenelg/Artemesia Survey Report 1984  
3 “Hutchenson” is incorrect. The name should read: Hutchinson.   
4 Gray, Barry. Ibid, p. 9 
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Access: Drive south on the Old Durham Road, off of highway #4, just east of the village 
of Priceville. When the road turns to the east (approx. 100 metres from the highway), 
drive down old wagon road to the right and park. Walk south, down the hill to the 
Saugeen River. … Present Owner: Unknown5.  
 

The point, now known as the “Hutchenson Point” remained in the possession of the 
“fisherman” who found it. The archaeologist placed it tentatively in “the Late Archaic Period” 
and concluded: “Since the point was found on a low lying flood plain it may suggest that it had 
been carried downstream and deposited by flood waters or was simply a point that missed its 
mark.6”   Mr. Hutchinson’s artifact collection was included in the township’s local history, 
published in 1986. The following photo and interpretive text appeared in the opening chapter, 
“Ancient Artemesia”7. 

 
 

5 Ibid, p. 10 
6 Ibid, p. 9 
7 Hubbert, Mildred Young. (ed.). Split Rail Country: A History of Artemesia Township, Owen Sound, Ontario: Stan 
Brown Printers Limited, 1986, p. 6 . The Hutchenson Point is the artefact in the bottom right-hand corner.   
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As part of my ongoing research into the Black settlement along the Old Durham Road, I went to 
the City of Toronto Archives and reviewed the field notes of David Gibson who, in 1848-49, had 
surveyed the Artemesia portion of what is now known as the Durham Road. I spent some time 
with these notes, gingerly turning their pages. Gibson provided descriptions of each lot he 
surveyed along the future road and I was very keen to learn how he described the 3 lots that 
my family purchased in 1966. His descriptions for these 3 lots were quite similar to the rest of 
his notes, with one exception. His note for Lot 9 (our middle lot) starts with this notation: “old 
cutting trapers [sic] line; Hem[lock] ridge; Run to S[outh] E[ast] spring water; Maple Bush & Elm 
descending to the South”8. The land he is describing includes the “fisherman’s path”, the 
stream the beavers dammed and the hill we call the “far knoll”. 
 

Gibson’s survey of the Durham Road immediately opened it for settlement. Prospective settlers 
lined up at the land agent’s office to get location tickets for the 50-acre lots along the road. This 
particular stretch of the Durham Road was initially settled by Black families9. Indeed, when my 
parents purchased lots 8, 9 and 10, SDR, we learned from an elderly neighbour that our land 

 
8 Gibson, David. Field notes of the east part of the Durham Road, Toronto Archives, 180972-2, 1848, p. 9   
9 See, Naomi Norquay, “Old stock Canadians: Artemesia Township’s Black Settlement, Northern Terminus: The 
African Canadian History Journal, Volume 16, 2019, pp. 36 - 36 
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had for quite some time been owned by a Black preacher.10 This preacher, Edward Patterson, 
had purchased the land from John Frost, a white Owen Sound businessman, who had, in turn, 
purchased it from Rozel Simons. Simons was the eldest son of one of the original Black families 
on the road. Patterson had owned the property for about 40 years, hence our elderly 
neighbour’s knowledge of this early settler. 
 
When my parents purchased the three 50-acre lots, the land was described as “vacant”, 
meaning it was not being farmed or utilized for anything and there was no dwelling place on it. I 
recall my father describing it as “scrub” land; that is, not suitable for farming. The “fisherman’s 
path” traversed this vacant place. While it was evident that the property had human history, 
the history did not signify in terms of the “fisherman’s path”. In other words, while we knew 
that a Black preacher had lived in a log cabin, we did not imagine him taking the “fisherman’s 
path” down to the river. The path represented a white space that was populated by our 
neighbours and their forebears – families like the Hutchinsons.  
 
In Learning to divide the world: Education at Empire’s End, John Willinsky 11 reminds us that the 
Europeans regarded what they eventually called North America as “terra nullius” – empty land. 
David Gibson’s field notes are full of descriptions of the land he was surveying as seemingly 
untouched by human presence. Page after page lists maple, elm, hemlock, cedar, ridges, 
swamps, streams and springs. The detail gets monotonous. And therefore, “old cutting traper’s 
[sic] line” comes as a surprise. Human presence of some kind is being noted, but I am not sure 
whose. Was this a reference to former squatters – no longer present in 1848? Was this an 
acknowledgement that the land had been until recently First Nation hunting territory? Was it 
still? I recall an elderly neighbour telling us that her grandmother remembered seeing “Saugeen 
Indians” on our “far knoll” – on the hill later described in the archaeologist’s account (see 
above).  
 
The idea of the land being vacant is also marked in the archaeologist’s report. Written in 1989, 
the report states: “Present Owner: Unknown”. When my father died in 1980, my mother 
became the sole owner of the property. I wonder whether Calvin Hutchinson had known my 
father and had known he had died? Perhaps he made an assumption that after my father’s 
death, the land was sold. Or perhaps it was more convenient for the “fishermen” to ‘not know’ 
whose land they were traversing. I recall that soon after my parents purchased the land my 
father attempted to post “No Trespassing” signs. He had been advised that we needed the signs 
for liability issues. The signs did not last. They were pulled down, time and time again, and 
finally wound up in the shed once my father gave up remounting them. The “fishermen” may 
have felt more comfortable traversing “vacant land” than trespassing on private property, even 

 
10 See Terri Jackson, “Edward Patterson of the County Town”, Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History 
Journal, Volume 14, 2017, pp. 30-35; Naomi Norquay, “Finding Ned Patterson”, Northern Terminus: The African 
Canadian History Journal, Volume 8, 2011, pp. 13-23 
11 John Willinsky, Learning to divide the world: Education at Empire’s End, University of Minnesota Press, 
Minneapolis, 1998 
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though Common Law gives them the right to access the river along this historic path. Gibson’s 
notes and Gray’s report assert that the land has never been vacant and has, since “time 
immemorial”, been traversed and used to access the river. It has been “inhabited”.   
 
It might be useful to know that since the beaver dam construction some 44 years ago, the 
beaver have returned twice to feast on the poplars (that speedily grow back) and dam the 
streams. This repeat performance suggests to me there has been a much longer cycle of 
beavers building dams at this juncture. It suggests that my family is not the first to have 
encountered beavers with their voracious appetite for poplar trees for food and habitat 
construction. I am guessing that beavers have been building, eating, leaving, returning … for 
eons: each time, disrupting the water table, plant life, and topsoil. Each time, encountering 
(enduring? suffering?) human presence: Indigenous hunters, trappers, “fishermen”, farmers, 
preachers, men, women, boys, girls, Black settlers, white settlers. I suspect that long-ago 
activity by the beaver precipitated intervention, by way of the little footbridge. 

The presence of an “old cutting traper’s [sic] line” in an 1848 report, might indicate that the 
beaver (and other mammals who lived near the river) had long been a resource for human 
beings. I recall that up until the late 1970s my father allowed a man from Priceville to set his 
trap line during the winter months in the vicinity of the path. I am guessing that the man 
approached my father and asked permission to set trap lines, because he had been doing so 
with the previous owners’ permission. Prior to my family owning the land, it had been jointly 
owned by two local farming families. Since it was hilly and swampy, they had not used it for 
farming. Although the land had been cleared and farmed by Rozel Simons and then Edward 
Patterson, by the 1960s, it was fast filling up with hawthorns, chokecherries, wild apple trees, 
swamp willow, and cedar. It was a perfect habitat for beaver and other river-based mammals: a 
good place for a trap line. It was an ideal place to stalk and spear game. It is a good place to find 
a “Late Archaic Period” point that “missed its mark”.  
 
Aside from my own family’s oral accounts, I seem to have stumbled upon everything else. Brian 
MacArthur is a recent and much valued friend. David Gibson’s somewhat monotonous field 
notes offered up a surprise. Barry Gray’s papers (which included his report) arrived at the 
museum one day when I was visiting. It was the topographical map that caught my attention! 
My “uncoverings” of the history of this modest pathway to the Saugeen River suggest that 
although the events I have described happened in linear time (Indigenous hunters pre-dating 
settler trappers and fishers; Black “fishermen” likely pre-dating white “fishermen”), these 
events live in the present in each other’s company. I feel it is my responsibility to situate my 
family’s stories in a larger historic context that includes those who have previously been 
omitted. The “fisherman’s path” and its environs hold layers and “eons” of human activity. And 
while this is not usually on my mind as I try to find my footing on the slippery footbridge, or 
swat mosquitos as I make my way along the path, uncovering this history connects me and my 
family to a much larger narrative that I now know I must endeavour to preserve and pass on. 
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Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery Renamed 

Nancy Matthews1 
 

 
 
The Old Durham Road Pioneer Cemetery was recently renamed Old Durham Road Black Pioneer 
Cemetery. The cemetery is located at 325473 Durham Rd. B, near Priceville, in the Municipality 
of Grey Highlands.  
 
The Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery and the Old Durham Road School across the 
road from it are among the few remnants of a vibrant and successful Black community that 
existed in Artemesia Township (Grey County) from the late 1840s. The fact that by the mid-
1880s few of the original Black settlers remained, in no way diminishes their contributions as 
pioneers and exemplary role models who emigrated as free people or who bravely fled the 
Southern States as refugees from slavery. 
 
This unconsecrated burial ground, established around 1850 on land donated by a Black pioneer 
farmer, was used by people of African descent who started arriving in the late 1840s to settle 

 
1 This article was first published in CHOnews (Community Heritage Ontario), winter edition 2021.  
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along the newly surveyed (Old) Durham Road. Location Tickets, issued after completion of the 
land and road survey in 1849, set the requirements for settlement. When these were fulfilled, 
Crown Patents (legal title) could be applied for. 
 
Many of the 16 families who arrived to take land on Durham Road in the spring and summer of 
1849, came from Wellington County settlements near the Garafraxa Road (Wellesley and Peel 
Townships.) Most had originally come from the United States, and it is largely assumed that 
they were refugees from slavery. All these settlers had been in Upper Canada for at least 8 
years, many for over 12 years, and yet others more than 20 years. The 1851 census shows 
almost every 50-acre lot along Old Durham Road was settled by a Black family with parents 
born in the USA and Upper Canada as birthplace for many of their children. These 117 Black 
settlers represent 12% of the total population of Artemesia Township in 1851; however it is 
possible there were additional Black people not enumerated. 
 
The Black settlement diminished over time. Some intermarried with White settlers and 
gradually integrated into White society. Many left their marginal 50-acre farms to seek paid 
work in Owen Sound, Collingwood or further afield. Others may have been dispossessed 
because, for whatever reason, their land title had not been properly registered. Throughout the 
province, uneducated settlers (both Black and White) often did not fully understand the need 
to apply for legal title and instances of title irregularities are known to have occurred in 
Artemesia Township. 
 
In the 1930s, the farmer who owned the 
abandoned burial site removed 90-100 
headstones, ploughed the land and planted 
potatoes. Human remains were not 
removed, and recent geo-thermal scans 
have found evidence of at least 80 burial 
sites. Rumors circulate that the removed 
headstones were used to pave barn floors. 
 
In 1989, a group of interested citizens 
formed the Old Durham Road Pioneer 
Cemetery Committee to restore the burial 
ground and register it as a cemetery. In 
1990 they found four headstones in a 
nearby pile of rocks. These were placed at 
the site in a display case and October of 
that year, Lieutenant-Governor Lincoln 
Alexander unveiled a memorial granite 
boulder which had an inscription that 
honored these early pioneers.  

Engraved on the stone:  
Durham Road Cemetery 

Dedicated October 13, 1990 by Lincoln M. 
Alexander Lieut. Governor of Ontario, in 

recognition of the pioneers of African descent 
and loyalist stock, who were early settlers in this 

area. 
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The cemetery committee refurbished the site 
in 2015. The original memorial is once again 
fully visible and thanks to a grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, the four historic 
gravestones are now safeguarded from 
further damage. They are in a covered 
pavilion designed to evoke memories of 
cemetery dead houses, roadside chapels, and 
rural structures such as log cabins and 

covered bridges. The monument symbolizes safe passage and is oriented due north to 
commemorate the many paths to freedom taken by refugees from slavery.   
 
The Old Durham Road Pioneer Cemetery was designated by the Municipality of Grey Highlands 
in 2016. The recent initiative to add the word “Black” to the property’s name will serve to 
better acknowledge this little-known but important piece of local history.  
 
Now that the name change is official, there will be another Heritage Grey Highlands application 
to have the site recognized as having both Provincial and National heritage significance. On 
March 16, 2022, Grey Highlands Council unanimously approved re-application to the National 
Heritage Trust. 
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Northern Terminus is pleased to include the following report, prepared by Jill Paterson and 
Stephanie McMullen for Grey County Council regarding the council’s commitment to 
promoting Black history initiatives in Grey County. 
 

 Committee Report 
To: Warden and Members of Grey County Council 
Committee Date: December 9, 2021 
Subject / Report No: EDTC-CW-02-22 
Title: Opportunities to Promote Black History 
Prepared by: Jill Paterson, Manager of Museum & Archives 

Stephanie McMullen, Village & Volunteer Coordinator 
Reviewed by: Savanna Myers, Director of Economic Development, 

Tourism, and Culture 
Lower Tier(s) Affected: All 
Status: Recommendation adopted by Committee as presented per 

Resolution CW08-22 

Recommendation  
1. That Report EDTC-CW-02-22 regarding Opportunities to Promote Black 

History in Grey County be received; and 

2. That a staff position be restructured to focus on Community Relations 
and $10,000 of Grey Roots current funding be allocated as a Community 
Granting Fund beginning in the 2022 budget to prioritize this important 
work; and 

3. That the opportunities presented be endorsed and an action plan be 
developed and brought back to Council annually as part of Grey Roots 
work plan updates. 

Executive Summary  
During the July 8th Committee of the Whole meeting, staff were directed to take no 
further action towards the purchase of land in the Municipality of Grey Highlands 
adjacent to the Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery. After further investigation 
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and feedback from the community it was agreed that this was not an appropriate site for 
the Patrol D depot location.  

In the closing discussions, staff were asked to report back on opportunities to promote a 
greater awareness of Black history in Grey County. The following report reflects the 
suggestions and guidance received from community members and organizations. This 
should be considered a starting point for future collaboration and ongoing discussions 
towards finding new and innovative ways to work with community partners and share 
the unique and significant history of Black communities in Grey County. 

Background and Discussion  
Historical Context  

Black citizens have been a part of Grey County, since the very first non-Indigenous 
settlers arrived in the northernmost part of the Queen's Bush. Some of these early 
pioneers were born in Canada, while others had only recently escaped slavery in the 
Upper South. All contributed significantly to the settlement of the last available land in 
southern Ontario in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Several important Black settlements existed in Grey County including Nenagh and 
Virginia (now Ceylon) in the southern part of the County, Artemesia Township, around 
Holland Centre in the middle, and Owen Sound in the north. The small village of 
Priceville in southern Grey County sprang to life very early in the settlement history.  

The vibrant Priceville community initially flourished. Additional European immigration in 
the 1850s changed the district dramatically. Although some individuals struggled to hold 
on to their lands, the new arrivals often forced the older residents out. Many made their 
way to Collingwood, Owen Sound and elsewhere. By 1930, little evidence remained in 
Priceville of the early Black settlement, except for their gravestones. The quest to 
uncover the early history of Priceville and restore the cemetery has taken the better part 
of the last 70 years. 

In central Grey County, south of the small village of Williamsford, the fertile, yet sparsely 
populated land along Negro Creek and Negro Lake naturally attracted pioneers in the 
mid-nineteenth century. By 1851 some 50 Black families made their home in the Negro 
Creek district. 

In Owen Sound, many Black residents first moved into the neighbourhood known as 
Mudtown in the 1880s. The Polson shipyard employed a large number of workmen and 
the sudden influx of workers to town necessitated affordable housing. Some landowners 
built small houses in the vicinity of the shipyard for the families of these workmen and 
labeled the area “Polsonville”. 
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Some of the surnames in a 1932 directory show some Black families lived in the vicinity 
of Mudtown: Douglas, Booey, Scott, Morton, Earlls. Just above the hill, on what is now 
8th Avenue East, north of 16th Street, the street bore the name of the first family to 
settle in the area. The Douglass family, a Black family, lent their name to the roadway, 
and it became known as Douglass Street. 

Grey County's Black heritage stretches back to the early days of settlement. 
Controversy, challenge, and triumph mark the paths of individuals, and Black 
communities. The legacy of earlier generations lives on at Negro Creek, Priceville, 
Owen Sound, and elsewhere in Grey, as today’s citizens work to ensure the 
contributions of these important pioneers are not forgotten. 

Opportunities to Raise Awareness 

Through a series of conversations, the following projects and potential collaborations 
have been suggested by members of the Black community. These initiatives should be 
considered starting points to what Grey Roots hopes will be continued conversation and 
cooperation towards improved awareness and action over years come.  

Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery  

Following the transportation depot discussion, The Old Durham Road Black Pioneer 
Cemetery Committee recommends that a ground-penetrating radar study be 
commissioned along the edge of both the roads (Grey County 14 and Durham Rd B) in 
an effort to better understand the area in need of protection and ensure its properly 
recorded. Should the County consider any future road works outside of the existing road 
base, County staff would consult with an archaeologist for advice on the most 
appropriate form of investigation that may be required between the existing road base of 
Grey Road 14 and the cemetery lands prior to any works occurring. 

Grey County staff will work in collaboration with the Cemetery Committee to promote 
and recognize the significance of the cemetery through interpretative pamphlets, 
signage and through website/GIS resources. 

A Road to Reconciliation: Recognizing the Black Settlers of Negro Creek 

With guidance from Carolynn and Sylvia Wilson of Sheffield Park Black History and 
Culture Museum and a group of descendants of the Negro Creek Road settlement, Black 
historians, and current residents, Ben Heywood-Macleod is coordinating a multiphase 
series of story-telling sessions, facilitated discussions, and community meetings that aim 
to plan a permanent physical commemorative structure at the site of the Negro Creek 
Settlement.   
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Ben Heywood-Macleod has produced a short film in 2021 entitled As Is, Where Is (2021) 
to explore the history of Black settlement in Grey Country, specifically at Negro Creek 
Road. Through a series of interviews with descendants of the settlement, Black historians 
and current residents of Negro Creek Rd, the film explores the community advocacy to 
keep the name of the road when it was under threat of being changed in the 1990s and 
looks to what more could be done in the future. Once the film has been made available 
to the public, Grey Roots would be an ideal location for a film screening event and could 
be made publicly available on a regular schedule.    

Grey Roots Programming, Events, Exhibits  

Grey Roots is well positioned to share the stories of Black history in Grey County. For 
many years Grey Roots has collaborated with the Black community to produce exhibits, 
events and programming. We are eager to work with community partners to further 
increase and enhance our offerings.  

Grey Roots is pleased to support the Owen Sound Emancipation Festival now in its 
159th year. The Museum has hosted various Emancipation Festival events such as the 
Speaker’s Forum and Gospel in the Barn. Scholars, authors, artists, musicians, poets, 
and performers contribute to this annual presentation of Black histories and cultures.  

For the past fifteen years, Grey County Archives have partnered with Professor Naomi 
Norquay to produce the annual publication Northern Terminus: The African Canadian 
History Journal. Through essays, interviews and reviews, the journal highlights the work 
of organizations, historians and published authors to enhance our understanding of 
historical Black communities in Grey County. As we look to future enhancements of the 
Grey Roots website, we will explore opportunities to make the Northern Terminus 
issues more accessible and searchable.  

Each February during Black History Month, Grey Roots presents a Black history 
focused exhibit in the Grey County Gallery and online. In the spring, the museum 
supports the Grey County Black History event organized by the Grey County Black 
Heritage Society (GCBHS), that coincides with the launch of the new edition of the 
Northern Terminus journal. An innovative idea suggested through outreach discussions 
is to take the spring Grey County Black History event “on the road” and tour the event to 
different parts of Grey County each year. This could provide an opportunity for hyper-
local stories to be explored and to raise awareness of how Black history touches all 
parts of the county. It also provides an opportunity to engage new audiences not able to 
travel to the museum.   

In the past, the museum has also hosted travelling exhibits such as, Enslaved Africans 
in Upper Canada produced by the Archives of Ontario to further explore the inspiring 
stories of Black history. Grey Roots has also produced in-house Black history exhibits, 
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such as From Slavery to Freedom: African-Canadians in Grey County (2002) and Black 
Roots in Grey (2016). There is an opportunity to repurpose past Black history exhibits to 
live on as virtual exhibits at greyroots.com. In addition, these “retired” Black history 
exhibit panels are now on loan to Sheffield Park Black History Museum and Cultural 
Centre so the important content can be accessible to new audiences.  

Black History Focused Education Programs  

A new national project called A Black People’s History of Canada hosted by Dalhousie 
University, Halifax, has been established. Its purpose is to assist leading Black history 
scholars and organizations along with government agencies responsible for education 
in each province and territory in the creation of engaging new classroom-ready learning 
materials and digital media about African Canadian history. 

A Black People’s History of Canada is funded through the Department of Canadian 
Heritage and is seeking additional funding from both public and private sources. It will 
conduct extensive historical research that will inform new curricula and instructional 
media for elementary and secondary school classrooms. These will be made available, 
free of charge, on a bilingual website. All content will be developed and evaluated in 
consultation with leading educators, community organizations, and government 
agencies. Grey Roots staff are in early discussion with the researchers involved and are 
exploring opportunities to partner in this project. 

The Grey County Black Heritage Society (GCBHS) has a major part of its mandate 
committed to increasing greater awareness of Grey County’s historically important Black 
heritage. The society has approached the County with a request for financial support to 
establish an annual writing competition to be known as “The Daddy Hall Writing 
Awards.” 

Details can be reviewed here on the proposed Daddy Hall Writing Awards.  If deemed 
successful, they would be looking for ongoing financial support to sustain the 
anticipated interest in Black History. The group believe much can be accomplished to 
celebrate our county’s Black heritage, including an exhibit of the writings at Grey Roots. 

Historical Tourism  

It was suggested that Grey Roots explore opportunities to create historical tourism 
education and experiences to highlight Black history in Grey County. 

Building on Grey Roots’ History Community GIS Mapping Projects, and through 
continued community consultation, an opportunity exists to develop a Black History map 
to highlight significant Black history locations such as Old Durham Road Black Pioneer 
Cemetery, Owen Sound’s Mudtown, or Negro Creek Road. Archival images and 

https://docs.grey.ca/share/page/site/grey-roots/document-details?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/55daab48-f973-440f-95c5-7d98a7750b66
https://docs.grey.ca/share/page/site/grey-roots/document-details?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/55daab48-f973-440f-95c5-7d98a7750b66
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descriptions would accompany each marker and can be used to create permanent 
signage and interpretive panels/kiosks for each site.  

A route to visit the various sites could then be promoted through Grey Roots and 
tourism channels as a way to encourage visitors and residents to explore Grey County 
from a Black history perspective.  

Grey County Diversity Series with Roger Mooking 

Chef, restaurateur, and television presenter Roger Mooking and film producer Byron 
Wong have proposed a collaboration between Grey County Economic Development, 
Tourism and Culture (including Grey Roots Museum & Archives), the Grey Bruce Local 
Immigration Partnership (GBLIP), and community partners such as local First Nations 
and Indigenous organizations, Welcoming Communities, Black history and culture 
groups, LGBTQ+ organizations and others.  

The proposed digital project would create space for underrepresented stories of Grey 
County history and culture and act as a foundational initiative that will be enhanced in 
future years through robust community partnerships, special events and public 
programs.  

The project is a collaborative video series, hosted by renowned TV personality, author 
and musician Roger Mooking, who is investing in Grey County by creating a new 
business here. Mr. Mooking is eager to show the area’s diversity to the world through 
storytelling. This would include living history and interviews with local historians, 
community and business leaders. The series would have high production values and 
would be distributed widely in and out of the area for many years.  

Sample episode themes: 

• Living Black History at the Northern Terminus of the Underground Railway 
• Indigenous Pathways: Acknowledging the land and communities 
• At the Intersections: Beyond Simple Identities 

160th Anniversary of the Emancipation Festival, 2022  

Next year is the 160th anniversary of the Emancipation Festival in Owen Sound. The 
organizers suggest there is an opportunity to enhance this significant anniversary through 
promotional or funding support. The festival is a highlight in the County’s cultural calendar 
and has a long history of bringing the community together from across the region. The 
past two years have seen the festival go virtual with great success; the 2021 programming 
garnered 500 views. There is some optimism that the 2022 Emancipation Festival could 
return as an in-person event just in time to celebrate this milestone anniversary.  
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Next Steps 

Staff believe Grey Roots is well positioned to provide a platform for much of this important 
community work. Grey Roots has a strong history of community engagement, support 
and exhibition of Black history in Grey County. That said, staff also see an opportunity to 
take a more proactive and purposeful approach to community consultation, education and 
awareness building through the mandate of Grey Roots.  

As such, staff are recommending the creation of a Community Relations position to 
strategically focus on community building with underrepresented groups in Grey County. 
The position will also aid the County as a whole to approach future dialogue and change 
as awareness builds locally and globally. 

Legal and Legislated Requirements 
There are no legal or legislated requirements with this report. 

Financial and Resource Implications 
There are no financial or resource implications with this report. The opportunities to 
engage in and carry out this important work will be included in the annual budget for 
Council consideration. Where needed funds exceed approved budgets, support will be 
sought through philanthropic, government and corporate funding programs.  

The Community Relations position would be funded within the existing budget, along 
with the proposed $10,000 Community Granting Fund. 

Relevant Consultation 

☐ Internal – Grey Roots Museum, Grey County Archives, Planning, Transportation, 
Communications, Tourism, Information Technology  

☐ External – Afua Cooper and Karolyn Smardz-Frost, ‘A Black Peoples History of 
Canada’; Janie Cooper-Wilson, Ontario Historical Society; Ben Heywood-
MacLeod – Filmmaker/Program Coordinator, “A Road to Reconciliation: 
Recognizing the Black settlers of Negro Creek”; Roger Mooking, proposed Grey 
County Diversity Series; Naomi Norquay, Old Durham Road Black Pioneer 
Cemetery Committee; Jane and Barry Penhale, Grey County Black Heritage 
Society; Jeff Smith, Owen Sound Emancipation Festival; Carolynn and Sylvia 
Wilson, Sheffield Park Black History Museum and Culture Centre. 
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Appendices and Attachments  
Nil. 
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Success at Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery  
Naomi Norquay, Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery 

Committee (ODRBPCC)1  

 

 

 

Shortly before the May long weekend I received an email from a neighbour of mine who lives 
three lots down from the Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery, located in the Municipality 
of Grey Highlands, Grey County. (The cemetery belongs to the municipality but a volunteer 
community group look after it - and advocates for it.) My neighbour was alerting me to the 
county's plan to purchase the lot from which the cemetery had been severed back in 1990 (the 
adjacent lot is shown in the photo above). His son had noticed survey stakes and contacted the 
county to enquire. My neighbour thought I should know that the county had plans to build a 
transportation depot on the site. The depot would house snowploughs graders sanders, road 

 
1 This article was first published in the Ontario Historical Society’s Bulletin, August 2021, Issue 217. Learn more 
about the Ontario Historical Society and their own cemetery preservation efforts at 
https://ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/ 

Lot 21 Con. 1 NDR, Artemesia Photo by Greg Glista 

https://ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/


 
Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal/Vol.18/2021-2022 

Success at Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery 
Naomi Norquay 

45 

salt, etc. and acts as a major hub with equipment coming and going. I also heard from Carolynn 
Wilson who had caught wind of this as well. Carolynn is a descendent of the Old Durham Road 
Black settlement and was president of the ODRBPCC when the committee won the OHS 
Scadding Award of Excellence in 2013. 

My neighbour also told me that the proposal to purchase was on the agenda for the county 
council's May 27 meeting. I downloaded the agenda package and learned that the county had 
already made a down payment on the property. The property consists of the south end of two 
adjacent lot on the north side of Durham Road: Lot 21, where the cemetery is located, and Lot 
22 which is currently being farmed. 

Background: 

Larkin Alverson, a Black man who had spent several years in the Queen's Bush Settlement (near 
Fergus), received the location ticket for Lot 21 in 1850. The southwest corner of his lot was pure 
sand, a boon in an area that is mostly glacial till. Alverson permitted his neighbours to bury 
their dead there and so it became the community's burial ground, replete with headstones to 
mark the graves. It is believed that the burial ground was used until sometime in the 1880s, 
when, like many rural burial grounds, as the descendants of those buried there moved away, it 
fell slowly into disrepair. The story of what happened in the 1930s when the farmer who owned 
the land removed all the headstones and ploughed it up is well documented in the NFB film, 
Speakers for the Dead (David Sutherland and Jennifer Holness, 2000, nfb.ca/film/speakers-for-
the-dead/ ). 

In 1989 a group of local people set out to reclaim the burial ground, register it as a cemetery, 
and, in so doing, put the historic Black settlement back into our historical narrative. Four 
headstones were retrieved from a stone pile and to this day stand in for everyone buried there. 
Since its inaugural dedication service in 1990 (Peter Meyler editor Broken Shackles: Old Man 
Henson from Slavery to Freedom, Natural Heritage Books: Toronto, 2001, "The Appendix" pp. 
201-204), the cemetery has had an annual decoration service, the committee has hosted 
innumerable tours, and in 2015 a brand-new monument to house the 4 reclaimed headstones 
was unveiled and celebrated. (Kate Russell, "The Old Durham Road Pioneer Cemetery 
Committee's Dedication and Unveiling Ceremony: Sunday, September 20, 2015", Northern 
Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 13, 2016, pp 75-79; Naomi Norquay 
'The new monument at the Old Durham Road", Northern Terminus: The African Canadian 
History Journal, Volume 13, 2016, pp. 33-37, greyroots.com/sites/default/file 
/14the_new_monument_ at_the_old_durham_road_pioneer_cemetery.pdf). 
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At a dedication ceremony 
in 2015, Ontario 
Lieutenant Governor 
Elizabeth Dowdeswell was 
on hand to celebrate a 
beautiful new pavilion 
designed to honour the 
resting place of Old 
Durham Road's 19th 
century Black pioneers. 
Seen here at the pavilion 
dedication ceremony, 
from left to right, are: 
Donna Atkinson (OTF volunteer); Brenda Miller (descendant and secretary of the ODRPCC); 
Helen Miller (descendant); the Honourable Jean Augustine (former Fairness Commissioner of 
Ontario); Lt. Governor of Ontario Elizabeth Dowdeswell; and Amber MacKinnon (daughter of 
Les MacKinnon, first president of the ODRPCC). On January 9, 1999, the ODRPCC was 
incorporated through affiliation with the Ontario Historical Society and the two organizations 
have maintained a close relationship ever since. 

The committee immediately determined that a transportation depot would make a poor 
neighbour. Our reasons were many. To this day we do not know the true boundaries of the 
cemetery. The legal entity was somewhat arbitrary, being based on people's memory of how 
big the burial ground was back in the 1930s and on what the landowners were willing to 
donate. There is a chance that more of the removed headstones are buried in other stone piles, 
or in other places on Lot 21. The increased traffic and disruptive noise were also concerns. It 
was in our favour that the municipality had designated the cemetery a heritage site in 2016, 
under the Ontario Heritage Act. We drafted a very strong letter and sent it to various 
supporters, including the OHS. Thanks to the ubiquity and lightning speed of social media, we 
received signatures from a wide array of concerned groups and individuals: neighbours along 
the road, descendants of the Black settlement, former committee members, interested and 
concerned citizens from across the province, B.C., Alberta, Quebec, and Rochester (NY). We had 
200 signatures by the time I sent the letter to Warden Selwyn Hicks and county councillors on 
Tuesday, May 25. The county's response was immediate: they pulled the item from the agenda, 
issued a public apology (for not consulting with us), and agreed to meet with the committee. 

After an initial meeting via Zoom, the committee invited the county to come to the cemetery 
and, with the property owners' permission, walk the land the county wanted to purchase. I had 
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a hunch that by walking the land, seeing firsthand the proximity of the cemetery to the 
proposed depot, and learning something of Larkin Alverson's struggles to farm a lot that was 
quite gnarly with drumlins full of gravel and rock- aside from the flat, sandy comer - would help 
the county see their intentions from our perspective - as protectors of a fragile past. At that 
Zoom meeting, Warden Hicks made a promise: if we did not want the transportation depot, 
they would look elsewhere for a suitable property. And so, on June 11, the cemetery 
committee, the warden, the head of the county's transportation department, two county 
planners, the county's lawyer and the new manager of Grey Roots Museum and Archives met at 
the cemetery. When it was pointed out where they wished to locate the depot, it was clear that 
a very long gravel road would be needed and the gravel would most likely have been taken 
from Lot 21. 

At the end of our walk, we stood on top of the highest hill on Lot 21 and I said to the Warden: 
'We hope you will make good your promise to us. We do not want a transportation depot as a 
neighbour."  

Warden Hicks kept his word. On July 8, 2021, the county is issued this statement: "In light of the 
objections raised to the suitability of the property for our intended use, council made a decision 
not to proceed with the property purchase."  

One day that property will have a new owner and the cemetery committee will have to be 
vigilant to ensure that the land is not once again purposed for uses inappropriate to the 
cemetery and the history it protects. We certainly have the resources (experience and wide-
spread support) to oppose such an event should that become necessary. For many years there 
were horses grazing on Lot 21. The land would also be appropriate for sheep, walking trails, or a 
single-family dwelling tucked into the side of one of the hills - and we will make good 
neighbours! 



 

 

Northern Terminus Heritage Articles 

  
Please Note:  

The editors have opted to retain the original language of these historic texts,  
even when the language is racist. 
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Celebrated Emancipation Day 
Owen Sound Advertiser, Tuesday, August 4, 1896 

 

The colored folks celebrated Emancipation Day at Presque Isle yesterday. A game of base ball 
was played between the colored and Presque Isle nine, resulting in a bad drubbing for the latter 
to the tune of 11 to 4 and an inning to spare. 
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Poetical Directory for the Town of Owen Sound, 
County of Grey by A.G. Churchill 

January 1st, 1863 
Printed at the “Comet” Office1 

Page 292 

JOHN H. COUSBY,3 white washer and color- 
ing; 
 

Walls grey and brown, all over Town 
He washes white as snow, 
And will arrange, a color change,  
Red, pink or rosey blow. 
Blue, yellow, green, a lovely scene, 
Paints different, different walls, 
Will whitewash gay, as people say 
Rooms, kitchens, parlors, halls. 

 

JEREMIAH COUSBY makes Saw frames, and  
many other articles, sign of the big saw, 
Division Street; 

Sets saws in style, will also file: 
Keeps saw frames ready made, 
Saw-horses new, axe-handles too, 
And handles for the spade. 
Dull scissors too, will sharpen new 

 
1 The Comet was an Owen Sound newspaper, 1851 – 1876(?) 
2 The 1863 Poetical Directory has been digitized and can be viewed online at https://greyroots.com/story/poetical-
directory-town-owen-sound-printed-comet-office-1863 
3 Cousby family artefacts and historical sources described in "Black Pioneers: Artefacts in the Grey County Gallery" 
by Joan Hyslop, Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal, Volume 7/2010, pp. 11-13. 
 

PF6S6F1I1 Poetical Directory, Owen Sound, 1863 

https://greyroots.com/story/poetical-directory-town-owen-sound-printed-comet-office-1863
https://greyroots.com/story/poetical-directory-town-owen-sound-printed-comet-office-1863
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And also sharpen skates, 
Clothes-horse the best, stand, table, chest; 
Mince boards both small and great. 

 

 
 

Page 29 from PF6S6F1I1 Poetical Directory, Owen Sound, 1863 
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Most Popular Merchant 
Owen Sound Advertiser May 3, 1907 

 

 

 

Mr. Jerry Cousby, Stephens street, is enjoying the distinction of being the most popular 
merchant in Owen Sound, having received a majority of about 500 votes over all competitors in 
the contest inaugurated by the Sun, which closed this week. Mr. Cousby is thereby entitled to a 
silk hat, the presentation of which will take the form of a public function participated in by his 
supporters at the town hall on Monday evening. A number of our merchants whose prospects 
at times during the contest looked well have been disappointed.  
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Says He Was Clubbed 
Owen Sound Advertiser 

August 9, 1907 
 

 

Porter, a well known one armed colored gentleman, came down town last night with a terrible 
looking face. On being questioned the cause, he said he was coming out of Schwan’s brewery, 
when some one hit him with a club. His face presented a badly battered appearance and he 
called at one of the drug stores for something to ease the pain. Another story is told that he 
met a man named Smith down in mudtown and got used up that way. This Smith fellow is said 
to have used steel knuckles.  
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B.M.E. Entertainment 
Owen Sound Advertiser, Friday, January 17, 1908 

 

    A Sunday School entertainment was given in the B.M.E. Church1 on Friday evening last, at 
which a varied and entertaining programme of music, readings, etc., was given.  One special 
number was a plantation melody entitled, "Jacob's Ladder" which was given by Mr. Thos. 
Miller, the venerable former pastor of the congregation, who is now about 87 years of age.  
There was a good attendance and the financial results amounted to $11 on a ten cent 
admission, after admitting the children free. 

 
1 British Methodist Episcopal 
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158th Emancipation Festival 

Online Premiere: “Emancipation Day: Honouring Black 
Ancestors” 

August 1st, 2020 

Autumn Spence 

The year 2020 brought change across the globe on many fronts. With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the world came to a united standstill, tragedy struck prosperity. The end of May brought even 
more disparity to everyone’s front door. The unjust murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis 
brought a new wave of Black support and calls for justice not only across the United States, but 
across the globe. There came a call for more conversations and reconciliation for Black people 
in North America. Owen Sound backs a broad history, one of both greatness and support for 
Black people, and one that isn’t so bright. Over 158 years of the Emancipation Festival in this 
city, there have been many steps into the light that bring equality for all. On June 10th, 2020, 
Owen Sound showed its true love and support for its Black community, drawing hundreds in 
solidarity with the Black Lives Matter movement to bring racial injustice to an end.  

2020 marked an important moment for the Emancipation Festival. The COVID-19 pandemic 
moved the celebration to an online stream and video hosted on YouTube, giving a chance to 
share stories virtually, and allowing anyone from anywhere to attend.1 This year’s 
Emancipation Festival brought many past keynote speakers together, including Wayne Grady, 
who was the key speaker in 2019, and Dr. Karolyn Smardz Frost who spoke at the Speakers’ 
Forum in 2008 and 2018. The two-hour virtual event celebrated Black Canadians and their 
future. Not only did this virtual version of the Festival continue to bring stories and teachings to 
the community, but it also highlighted the music that the picnic routinely shares every year, by 
featuring musicians Eugene Smith, Rebecca Ironmonger, Michael Dunston, and local gospel 
singers led by David Sereda. This virtual celebration brought noted sections of the Festival into 
one condensed form for all to enjoy. While many of the speakers did not have the chance to 
share their entire stories, this format brought people together from across the country who 
share the same passion for this Festival and for Black history. Presenters wished viewers well in 
the year to come and many expressed a common hope of being able to come together again.  

 
1 Owen Sound Emancipation Festival website: emacipation.ca  
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/OwenSoundEmancipationFestival 
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This year’s Festival began with Town Crier Bruce Kruger bringing well wishes for the Festival, 
touching on the issues that the Festival has seen this past year and sharing his hope that the 
sun will rise once more. Barry Penhale narrated the video, introducing us to the history of Black 
settlement in what was formerly known as Sydenham, modern day Owen Sound. There was 
mention of not only the history of Owen Sound as a Northern Terminus of the Underground 
Railroad, but as a community filled with Black history and collective community. Blaine 
Courtney, the past Chair for the Festival introduced the different families that continue to 
populate Owen Sound and surrounding area, and how their ancestors first came to settle in this 
area. Blaine’s own great-grandfather, Abraham Courtney, was an escaped slave from the 
United States, who in 1862 who came to settle in the area after making his way to Canada.  

There were clips from several local politicians throughout the video celebration. Owen Sound 
Mayor Ian Boddy, M.P.P. Bill Walker, M.P. Alex Ruff, and Grey Highlands Mayor Paul McQueen 
all sent their well-wishes to the Festival and the viewers, and shared hope for the future and 
the 159th Festival in 2021. Rob Leverty, the Executive Director of the Ontario Historical Society 
(OHS) sent his well-wishes to the Festival on behalf of the OHS, mentioning the history of the 
Festival and how it has been running for 26 years longer than the founding of the OHS. Rob also 
discussed the importance of Black history in Canada, as well as its protection and collection. 
Rob was followed by Pat Lorenzo, the Vice Chair for the Emancipation Festival, who touched on 
the Festival’s capacity to inspire.  

A 2011 recording of Eugene Smith and his song Thank You, Mother, done with pure vocals in 
harmony with his playing on the kalimba, brought the first musical aspect to the proceedings.  
The kalimba is within the mbira family of instruments; a finger plucked instrument that 
originates in Africa, tracing back almost 3,000 years, and popular within the Indigenous groups 
in Zimbabwe and Mozambique.  

Bonita Johnson-deMatteis and Jim Hong Louie continued the conversation with their retelling 
of the history of the Black History Cairn that makes its home in Harrison Park, and their artistic 
involvement with its creation. Bonita, who designed the layout of the cairn itself, mentioned 
the details involved in its creation as well as its impact within the community. She made note of 
how after so many years, the cairn has never been defaced, and how it holds such an important 
symbolization of not only Black history, but Owen Sound’s history for everyone. Bonita made 
note of the Black Lives Matter rally and how members of the community gathered at the cairn 
to celebrate Black lives within the community and around the world. Jim then made note on his 
involvement in the creation, being the potter who created the key quilt-style markers. The 
markers that lay at the base of the cairn hold significance in how they are styled after quilt 
markers used to assist escaping slaves. Quilt patterns like the “log cabin,” with the dark or 
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yellow central square were used to indicate a nearby safe house where the fugitive could rest, 
and the “north star,” symbolized the idea that following the north star would lead to freedom 
in Canada.2  

Current secretary of the Festival, Terri Jackson, talked about her involvement in the Festival 
starting in 2009. Terri was also involved with Bonita in the conception of the cairn after being 
encouraged by the late Peter Lemon. Terri explained that after helping with the back and forth, 
Peter went to the City to find a place to put the memorial, ending with the perfect serene area 
in Harrison Park along the Sydenham River.  

Local musician, Rebecca Ironmonger makes the second musical contribution, with a swing-style 
cover of the R&B song No Diggity by Blackstreet. 

Elizabeth Abbott was reminded of her talk at the 153rd Emancipation Festival in 2015 where she 
shared the story of Nelson Hackett.3 Nelson was a fugitive slave from Arkansas, fleeing his 
enslavement on a stolen horse in July of 1841, crossing into Upper Canada six weeks after 
beginning his journey. At the time, Nelson believed that crossing into the free colony would 
bring him into lifelong freedom. But only six days after settling in what is now Chatham, 
Ontario, he was sought out by his former “master,” a process ending with a legal battle and 
Nelson being sent back to Arkansas and slavery. Elizabeth made note that there were many 
slaves that had either escaped to Canada, or remained enslaved until their death, whose stories 
go untold, and that Nelson Hackett’s story should be remembered and recounted as well.  

Dr. Karolyn Smardz Frost, a keynote speaker at both the 146th celebration in 2008, and a decade 
later in 2018 at the 156th, talked about her work on her book Steal Away Home, the story of 
Cecelia Jane Reynolds. Cecelia was a young girl who escaped slavery in Louisville and made her 
way to Canada through Niagara Falls. Karolyn also talked about how early Black settlers truly 
made great foundations for what Canada is today; how they helped create communities from 
the bottom up, through churches, businesses, and so much more.  

Wayne Grady, keynote speaker from the 157th celebration in 2019 also talked about his book 
and life story. His work, Emancipation Day, examines how his life changed once discovering his 
true ancestry through personal research. Wayne was 45 years old when he uncovered his truth 
of being a white-passing Black man. Not only did this change his life, but it also changed the life 
of his father, and the relationship that they shared together. Wayne makes note that growing 

 
2 Jacqueline L. Tobin and Raymond G. Dobard, Hidden in Plain View: The Secret Story of Quilts and the 
Underground Railroad, New York: Doubleday (1999)  
3 Elizabeth Abbott-Namphy, Nelson Hackett in Dictionary of Canadian Biography 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/hackett_nelson_7E.html 
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up in Windsor, Ontario, he believed the city to be the “center” of Black history in Ontario but 
claims he “learned differently” after attending the Emancipation Festival in 2014.  

George Elliott Clarke first spoke at the Emancipation Festival in 2014 for the 152nd event. At the 
time he was working on his novel based on the life of his father. The Motorcyclist was released 
in early 2016. After his appearance at the Emancipation Festival, George became Canada’s 
seventh Parliamentary Poet Laureate from 2016 to 2017.  He made note of the diversity among 
those interested in persevering the history of Emancipation.  

Author Natasha Henry is not only a preserver of Black history in Canada, but is also an attendee 
of the Festival, and has seen it grow. She made note of how the Festival not only embraces 
people from all walks of life and from around the globe – but how also the traditional 
foundations that the celebration was built on continue to shine.  

Dr. Bryan Walls, author of The Road that led Somewhere, a novel based on the lives of his 
ancestors John and Jane Walls, discussed their story and how it can be used today. John and 
Jane made their way into Canada in the 1800s, escaping slavery and buying land in Windsor 
from Upper Canadian abolitionists. Their log cabin then served as a terminal to assist other 
escapees. Bryan noted that even in the 1800s, good people of different races worked together 
for freedom and justice. He went on to say that if this could occur in the 1800s, it can be done 
today. Mutual respect, reconciliation, leaving bitterness behind, and keeping love in our hearts 
is the key to fighting hatred, violence, oppression, and systemic racism.  

Inspired by his family to create films and productions, Anthony Sherwood talked about his 
career in sharing the stories and culture of Black Canadians and starting his own production 
company to do so.  At the 9th Annual Speakers Forum in 2011, Anthony and his group of actors 
brought his play, The Life of William Hall, to Owen Sound, celebrating the life of the first 
Canadian sailor, and the first Black Canadian, to receive the Victoria Cross in 1859. 

Bernice Carnegie spoke about her father, Herb Carnegie. Herb was a Black Canadian hockey 
player, most notably known for being turned away from the National Hockey League because of 
the colour of his skin. In 1938, Herb played in front of owner of the Toronto Maple Leafs, Conn 
Smythe, who, according to stories, said he would sign him to the team if anyone could “turn 
him white.” Herb faced much racism within the world of hockey, but he didn’t let it stop him, 
playing 17 years in professional leagues, ending his career after one season in Owen Sound. 
Bernice spoke about his last game playing for Owen Sound, how they had lost the 
championship, but the crowds of fans still flocked to the streets to welcome the players home. 
Herb recounted this moment to Bernice when she was younger, talking about the passion and 
love for the game that Owen Sound shared so generously.  
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Descending from one of the first Black families settling in Owen Sound, Dorothy Abbott first 
attended the Emancipation picnic in 1949, and for the past 20 years has been a volunteer for 
the Festival. Featured alongside a quilt with photos of her family gracing the fabric, Dorothy 
talked about the importance of ancestry. She stressed the importance of recognizing the roots 
that helped you grow:  if you don’t know where you came from, how do you know where 
you’re going? 

Led by David Sereda, a gospel choir brought the spirit of the Gospel in the Barn Event with their 
rendition of There is a Balm in Gilead, the well-known spiritual.  

The 1964 song by Sam Cooke, A Change is Gonna Come became an anthem during the Civil 
Rights Movement, providing hope for change and progress in our world. Michael Dunston 
provided a soul-filled cover of the song to end the music portion of the Festival’s celebration. 

Pat Lorenzo spoke once more about her interest in bringing education about Black culture to 
the Grey Bruce area, to Canada, and across the world. She spoke of how children are willing to 
learn about these things as active participants. No matter who they are, they are keen to learn 
more. Pat also talked about the spring celebration, the One World Festival, where people of all 
walks of life come together to celebrate one another and the shared needs and wants of life. 

After taking a family trip to Nova Scotia and visiting Africville, Cyrus Sundar Singh began to 
slowly, accidentally, connect the dots, finding his way to Owen Sound and the Emancipation 
Festival. Once returning home to Toronto, Cyrus made a phone call to a friend, “Miller,” and 
asked about his heritage and if he had any connection to the Miller family in Nova Scotia and 
Africville. Miller told Cyrus that he wasn’t connected, but every year he met with many 
members of the Miller family at an Emancipation picnic in Owen Sound, Ontario. It was then 
that Cyrus knew he had to experience this celebration picnic for himself. What he didn’t know 
about until his arrival, were the open arms and sense of community that he would be met with, 
along with the history lesson he would learn, without realizing he was in class. Cyrus is a 
filmmaker, poet, singer-songwriter, who does so much for his community. Besides his 
contribution to the 154th celebration, Cyrus has been performing and celebrating Emancipation 
at the Caribana Festival in Toronto as well. 

Afua Cooper, professor at Dalhousie University, talked about her connection to Owen Sound 
and the Emancipation Festival. Through her travels here, she feels a soulful connection 
between herself and her ancestors while visiting the Grey Bruce area. Along with this message 
of connection, Afua mentioned the Black Lives Matter movement, and how this is presenting a 
new form of liberation that the Festival will have to take a righteous burden in. Together, 
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through celebration, the world must move forward in true liberation for Black people, and 
everyone across the world.  

In 1993 Jean Augustine became the first Black Canadian woman to be elected to the House of 
Commons, the Member of Parliament for Etobicoke-Lakeshore for four consecutive terms. In 
2020, Jean was appointed to the Order of Ontario, and continues to be a voice for those who 
are not heard. Jean talked about the importance of celebrating the history of Emancipation, 
how it is a journey back to be able to move forward. She talked about how people must study 
what has happened in order to build awareness. To Jean, the Emancipation Festival is a 
remembrance and celebration of the small victories that bring everyone to where they are 
today.  

Senator Wanda Bernard joined the celebration, talking about her experience and love for the 
Festival and all that it brings for those of all ages, and how it is a place for everyone. She also 
mentioned the signal the Festival sends to the entire nation, about the importance of 
Emancipation Day and these celebrations. Senator Bernard has been pushing for the federal 
government to recognize August 1st as Emancipation Day across this country. As of 2020, the 
push in Parliament to have it recognized will continue when Parliament resumes, and the 
motion goes before the House of Commons in the fall.4 

Chairman of the Festival, Jeff Smith, rounded out the celebration of the Festival by sending 
thanks to all of those involved. He made note that the Festival is a celebration of history, 
communication, and of family. The virtual celebration of the 158th Festival ended with a last call 
from Town Crier Bruce Kruger, signaling the end of this moment in the long history of the Owen 
Sound Emancipation Festival. 

 
4 Emma Smith, N.S. senator calls for Canada to officially recognize Emancipation Day 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/emancipation-day-senator-slavery-1.5671011 
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159th Emancipation Festival 

Online Event: Preserving a 159-year Legacy to Honour Black 
Ancestors 

August 1st, 2021 

Autumn Spence 
 
2021 signified a turn of a new page for Canada as a whole, with the federal government 
marking August 1st as Emancipation Day upon the passing of Motion M-36. After 159 
consecutive years, this year’s Festival marks the first to be celebrated under this federal 
acknowledgement. Due to the pandemic, 2021’s event became another online celebration of 
story and song for the Owen Sound Emancipation Festival, with hopes that in 2022, the 160th 
annual celebration will be in person.  

Speakers and Storytellers: The Honourable Senator Wanda Bernard, Ian Boddy, Aly Boltman, 
Dr. Afua Cooper, MPP Matthew Green, Natasha Henry, Doug Johnson, MPP Majid Jahowri, 
Bruce Kruger, Karin Noble, MP Alex Ruff, Rosemary Sadlier, Dennis Scott, Reg Sheffield, Karolyn 
Smardz Frost, Carolynn Wilson, Sylvia Wilson and Janie Cooper-Wilson. 

Artists and Musicians: Bobby Dean Blackburn, Brooke Blackburn, Kaiya Cade Smith Blackburn, 
Eugene Smith, Tony Miller, Randell Adjei, Michael Dunston, Harrison Kennedy and Josh Ritchie. 

Narrated and produced by Reg Sheffield along with Video Production Committee: Juanita 
Christmas, Alison Turnbull and Rileigh Smith. 

A link to the virtual 159th celebration may be found at the Owen Sound Emancipation Festival 
website www.emancipation.ca.1 

 

 
1 As well as on the Owen Sound Emancipation Festival YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/OwenSoundEmancipationFestival 

http://www.emancipation.ca/
http://www.emancipation.ca/


 
Northern Terminus: The African Canadian History Journal/Vol.18/2021-22 

Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery, Annual Decoration Service 
Nancy Matthews 

63 

Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery, Annual Decoration 
Service 

September 19th, 2021 

Nancy Matthews 
 
On September 19th, 2021 members of the cemetery committee and a few guests met at this 
historic location (corner of Grey Road 14 and Durham Road B) for their annual day of 
contemplation and celebration. Naomi Norquay, chair of the committee, reflected on the long 
process, the hard work and dedication of so many people to beautify and preserve this site as 
an important tribute to the hard-working Black pioneers who settled this area circa 1850. In the 
1851 census, at least 12% of the Artemesia population were of African descent, either refugees 
from slavery, or free loyalists. 
 
The committee has had a busy year! Their most recent challenge was defeating a Grey County 
proposal to create a roadworks location on the adjacent lot. Placed on a pedestal beside the 
1990 dedication stone, the cemetery amenities now include an attractive new “mailbox” that 
houses brochures and a notebook for visitors to leave comments. And after some negotiation, 
the official name of the site is officially changed to include the word “Black”. A new sign has 
been provided courtesy of Grey Highlands’ Municipal Heritage Committee. 

 
Descendants Carolynn and Sylvia Wilson, curators of the Sheffield Park Black History and 
Cultural Museum in Clarksburg, have family ties to many of the original Black pioneer families 
including James Handy who is commemorated by one the four preserved tombstones in the 
memorial pavilion. For the Wilson sisters, it was a particularly good day to celebrate Black 
History. Their father, Herbert Alexander Wilson born in Duncan Ontario, was a foreman for the 
town of Collingwood. 66 years ago, after nine years of working for the town, their father fell to 
his death while trimming a tree on municipal property, leaving their mother, Yvonne (Sheffield) 
Wilson to raise their three children alone. This “accident” was not investigated. Just a few days 
before the cemetery gathering, the Collingwood Council finally officially accepted responsibility 
for Herbert Wilson’s death. The town will erect a memorial for their father and will name a new 
park “Wilson Sheffield” to honour their mother and the Black community. 
 
Naomi Norquay played the cello in the pavilion while participants wandered the site to leave 
commemorative bouquets here and there. Then the group reassembled for presentation of the 
new sign by Nancy Matthews, chair of Heritage Grey Highlands. The sign will be installed in the 
near future. 
 
The Old Durham Road Black Pioneer Cemetery is designated under the Municipal Heritage Act, 
and Heritage Grey Highlands intends to submit the site for Provincial and/or Federal recognition 
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as a significant heritage site. Meantime, it is well worth a visit, whether in person, or virtually 
through the municipal website: www.greyhighlands.ca/en/visit-and-explore/heritage-grey-
highlands_copy.aspx 
 

  
Holding the new sign for the recently 
renamed Black Pioneer Cemetery (left to 
right): 
Allan Coleclough, Naomi Norquay, Eula 
Coleclough, Sylvia Wilson, 
Carolynn Wilson, Carl Stevenson, Darryl 
Kleebaum, Cathy Griffin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Naomi Norquay playing the cello in the 
commemorative pavilion that houses the 
four gravestones 

http://www.greyhighlands.ca/en/visit-and-explore/heritage-grey-highlands_copy.aspx
http://www.greyhighlands.ca/en/visit-and-explore/heritage-grey-highlands_copy.aspx
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Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents 

Isabel Wilkerson 

2020 

Random House LLC., New York, N.Y. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Isabel Wilkerson peels away the layers of mythology 
surrounding race in her book Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents. The author equates the United States and 
its racial strife to an old house that needs fixing. She 
notes that “you cannot fix a problem until and unless 
you can see it.”1 As many people now realize, our 
concept of race is a social construct based on a bogus 
theory from a bigoted pseudo-science. Wilkerson 
opines that the United States, founded as the land of 
the free, is a society structured not on race but on a 
caste system. She explains that caste and race are 
different but can coexist. Caste is a fixed and rigid 
position in a society while race is fluid and is based on 
superficial attributes. The author explores the nature 
of the American caste system with that of India and 
Nazi Germany. 
 
The formation of the American caste infrastructure began during colonial days with 
English Protestants at the top and Africans at the bottom of the social hierarchy. This 
hierarchy hardened over time into the stratified America that still exists. Wilkerson 
notes the following statement made by a prominent southern educator in 1913. “Let the 
lowest white man count more than the highest negro.”2 
 
The most well-known caste system is that of India’s Hindus. The members of the Dalit, 
the lowest caste, are commonly known as the untouchables. While visiting a school in 
India, Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. was introduced as a fellow untouchable. It was 
there that King realized, “Yes, I am an untouchable, and every Negro in the United 
States of America is an untouchable.”3 

 
1Wilkerson, Isabel. Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents (New York, Random House LLC, 2020), 16. 
2 Ibid., 25 
3 Ibid., 22 
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Wilkerson also compares the Nazis’ implementation of their system of discrimination 
with that of America. Hitler had early noted that the United States had, “shot down the 
millions of redskins to a few hundred thousand.”4 The Nazis had also studied the 
American legal framework for the subjugation of other ethnic groups. They chose to use 
the laws regarding race as a guide for their own legislation. This enabled a patina of 
democracy to cover a corrupt container filled with hatred and abuse; a container that 
was founded on the Eight Pillars of the caste system as identified by the author. 
 
Pillar One is Divine Will and the Laws of Nature. The caste hierarchy is part of a deity’s 
divine creation. 
 
Pillar Two is Heritability. Caste is determined by one’s birth and not by one’s class. 
 
Pillar Three is Endogamy and the Control of Marriage and Mating. Society restricts 
relationships and marriage according to one’s caste. 
 
Pillar Four is Purity versus Pollution. The dominant class must be kept pure from being 
mixed with inferior caste members. 
 
Pillar Five is Occupational Hierarchy. The bottom caste’s position in society creates the 
foundation for the entire society. A lower caste individual can never rise to a higher 
level. 
 
Pillar Six is Dehumanization and Stigma. The entire lower caste is systematically debased 
through injustices and violence. 
 
Pillar Seven is Terror as Enforcement; Cruelty as a Means of Control. Lynching has 
become the icon of American terrorism in controlling the lower caste. The whip was the 
most common means of control but many other tools of torture were developed and 
administered. 
 
Pillar Eight is Inherent Superiority versus Inherent Inferiority. The lower caste is to be 
kept in a permanent servile status and to be subjugated by the higher caste for eternity. 
 
The United States is now mired in this caste system. African Americans are judged by 
the colour of their skin, the kink in their hair, the width of their noses, the size of their 
lips. They are described as less than human and relegated to the lowest caste. 
Indigenous people are referenced to as primitive and savage and do not fare much 
better than Black Americans. Latino people, Asian Americans and other “people of 
colour” fight to achieve some status in the middle of the caste hierarchy. 

 
4 Ibid., 81. 
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With great insight and impact, Wilkerson explores the role of the caste system 
throughout American history. Her most powerful message is that America’s 
misunderstanding about race and caste corrupts the entire society. Living in a caste 
system is living in an illusion. When lower caste members begin to achieve more than 
higher caste members an existential crisis occurs. Lower income and lower educated 
white Americans have seen their status slipping away. The noted social economist 
Gunnar Myrdal wrote that, “They are the people likely to stress aggressively that no 
Negro can ever attain the status of even the lowest white.”5 
 
When African Americans begin to break through the caste structure a backlash occurs. 
The Civil War, the assassination of Abraham Lincoln and Jim Crow laws are just some 
examples of the backlash against a rebelling lower caste. Recently Donald Trump was 
the benefactor of the backlash against Barack Obama’s rise to the presidency. 
 
Wilkerson quotes an Indian Dalit leader Bhimrao Ambedkar who wrote, “Caste is not a 
physical object like a wall of bricks or a line of barbed wire. Caste is a notion; it is a state 
of the mind.”6 Wilkerson writes, “… a caste system makes a captive of everyone.”7 
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents has the chance to make us aware that we are 
ensnared in an illusion based on racial fallacies. When that awareness becomes 
prevalent, we may have a chance of solving society’s injustices. Otherwise, we’ll keep 
being flies beating our wings helplessly against a closed window in a decaying old house. 
 

Peter Meyler 

 
5 Ibid., 181. 
6 Ibid., 383, 384. 
7 Ibid., 183. 
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It Was Dark There All The Time:  
Sophia Burthen and the Legacy of Slavery in Canada 

Andrew Hunter 

2022 

Goose Lane Editions, Fredericton, New Brunswick 

_____________________________________________________________ 

The name Sophia Burthen caught my attention 
during the CBC Radio show, “As It Happens.” 
Sophia Burthen is an obscure but unique figure 
in Canada’s Black history. In 1855, Benjamin 
Drew from Boston included her story in his book 
A North-Side View of Slavery (The Refugee: or 
the Narratives of Fugitive Slaves in 
Canada, Related by Themselves, with an 
Account of the History and Condition of the 
Colored Population of Upper Canada). But 
Sophia was not a fugitive as were the other 
African Americans interviewed by Drew. She 
had entered Canada as a slave of the well-
known Mohawk leader Joseph 
Brant/Thayendanegea. 

The person speaking on CBC radio was Andrew 
Hunter of Dundas, Ontario. He was telling of his upcoming book about Sophia Burthen. 
This was exciting news since the records referencing Sophia are scant, to say the least. 

The title of Hunter’s book is It Was Dark There All The Time: Sophia Burthen and the 
Legacy of Slavery in Canada. He writes, “I am trying to see Sophia at all stages of her 
life.”1 He also notes, “I am seeing me in all of these manifestations of whiteness.”2 In the 
acknowledgement, which appears after the last chapter, he expands on the purpose of 
the book, “I wrote this book to honour you [Sophia] and to trouble whiteness, to map 
out the geographies and unnatural histories you’ve traversed, and to acknowledge your 
continuing presence here and now, as well as my presence now and then.”3 

Regarding the scant information available on Sophia Burthen, the author references that 
there are only two historical records about Sophia herself. The first is the Canadian 
census record created in early 1852. The second is Sophia’s first-hand account of her life 
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as told to Benjamin Drew. The entire account written by Drew takes up only three pages 
and is found in the Appendix of Hunter’s book. 

Andrew Hunter uses quotes from Sophia’s story throughout the book to emphasize 
points being made. Snippets of her life are included in various chapters but the bulk of 
Hunter’s book deals with subjects that are not always directly related to Sophia. There 
are chapters dealing with subjects as diverse as whiteness, Josiah Henson visiting 
England, Tim Hortons, Benjamin Drew and the author’s visits to Boston and Glasgow. 
The author also has an interest in the etymology of words including that of individuals’ 
names, place names, plant names and landscape. Since Andrew Hunter is also an art 
curator, there are a number of sections discussing  the meaning of various pieces of 
artwork of interest. 

From Benjamin Drew’s interview we learn that Sophia was the child of Dinah and Oliver 
Burthen. She and a sister were kidnapped around the time of the American Revolution 
and transported to the Niagara region from their home in Fishkill, New York. Fishkill is 
situated on the Hudson River about 100 kilometres north of New York City. 

An important detail of the kidnapping was that it was two sons-in-law of her owner who 
took the two sisters away. She provided their names and this made it possible to name 
her enslaver as Joseph Harris. Hunter notes that there was a well-established slave trade 
in the Fishkill area. This is illustrated by three advertisements requesting the return of 
Tom, a man who had also been enslaved by Harris. 

Sophia recounts that she was sold to Joseph Brant/Thayendanegea. She became part of 
the family as noted by Brant himself after an incident involving his wife, Catharine. 
Catharine had cut Sophia’s face with a knife after a perceived slight. Brant confronted 
his wife for this and Sophia recalled that he said, “I have adopted her as one of the 
family …”.4 Hunter notes that a slave in Haudenosaunee (Six Nations) culture could be 
held for life however they had a much different status than that of an African in the 
European chattel slavery system. 

Around the time of Brant’s death in 1807, Sophia was sold to Samuel Hatt of Dundas. 
Hatt was a military commander, a political figure, a justice of the peace and 
instrumental in the development of the Dundas area. Sophia eventually left Hatt as a 
free woman. She married a man named Robert Pooley and lived in the Queen’s Bush 
Settlement. This was the largest Black community in Ontario around the 1830s and was 
located between present day Kitchener-Waterloo and Elora. Sophia told Benjamin Drew 
that Pooley had left her for a white woman. 

The 1852 census records Sophia staying with the Mallot family. The Mallots lived on Lot 
18, 1st Concession, in Peel Township. The census also notes that she resided in 
Brantford. The 1855 Drew interview concludes with Sophia observing, “I am now unable 
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to work, and am entirely dependent on others for subsistence: but I find plenty of 
people in the bush to help me a good deal.”5 

Andrew Hunter writes, “The combined accumulation of misinformation and poor 
sources in the biographical accounts of Thayendanegea/Joseph leads to a profoundly 
misleading representation of Sophia’s life – a life we don’t know enough about.”6 
Unfortunately, at the end of the book we still do not know enough about this unique 
person. However, Hunter’s interest in Sophia Burthen will at least allow others to 
become aware of her story through the publication of It Was Dark There All The Time: 
Sophia Burthen and the Legacy of Slavery in Canada. 

1. Hunter, Andrew. It Was Dark There All The Time: Sophia Burthen and the Legacy of Slavery in Canada 
(Fredericton, New Brunswick, Goose Lane Editions, 2023, 17.) 
2. Ibid., 17.  
3. Ibid., 297.  
4. Ibid., 159. 
5. Ibid., 304. 
6. Ibid., 173. 
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