












Even though times have changed, there are still 
many enduring challenges for women participating 
in municipal government. Trying to balance a 
home life, a working life, and a political life is 
perhaps the greatest challenge for women in local 
politics today. Several female politicians agree that 
the financial compensation offered is not enough to 
cover all the costs incurred for childcare expenses 
that are necessary while politicians are attending 
council functions, to the point that having a 
political role becomes ''an elaborate and demanding 
volunteer job.'' 1 Lois U rstadt suggested that women 
who are balancing family and politics have to 
prioritize more than men do because of the 
primary care-taking role that women often have in 
the family. The most commonly advocated 
solution by the interviewed politicians to overcome 
the challenge of managing home and work was 
keeping tight schedules and always knowing what 
needs attention at what time. 

Despite the difficulties that participation in politics 
brings to family life, they are not ones that are 
insurmountable. Both Ruth Lovell-Stanners and 
Ellen Anderson were single mothers pursuing 
politics in addition to their careers. Both strongly 
advocated that despite the difficulties of balancing 
home life and political life, it can work so long as 
one chooses to make it work. 

Carol Lawrence specifically mentioned both the 
benefits and disadvantages of being involved in 
municipal politics on family life in her interview: 

''I started when my kids were young, very young, 
and ... probably there's things I missed with them that, 
had I not been in politics, I would have done ... on the 
other hand, I was able to bring different things to them 
through that avenue and I had a broader vision and a 
broader knowledge. And it's really helped me through 
my life and through my life with them as they've grown 
up.'' 
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